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RAILWAY WORKSHOPS: MIDLAND
JUNCTION SITE, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. H. Daglish had given notice of the
following motion:-

That in the opinion of this House:. i a
Royal Commission should be appointed forth-
with to take evidence and report as speedily
as possible upon the question whether the
Midland Junction site is the most suitable
place for the erection of the railway work-
shops., z, Fending the report of the sad
Commission, no unnecessary expenditure
should be incurred upon the workshops in
course of construction at Midland Junction.

MR. DAGIJISU (Subiaco) said: When
he gave notice of the motion, he fully
intended to divide the House on the sub-
ject, but he found the mnatter was one
which had. caused a deal of feelig in the
past, and tbat the result was beyond a
question. A. large number of engines
connected with the Railway Department
were unfit for use; and as a debate on
this matter would delay things, and
prevent the locomotives from being put
into working order quickly, he recognised
that in the interests of the State and the
efficiency of the Railway Department it
was desirable the notice of motion should
be withdrawn. Therefore, he asked leave
to withdraw it.

Notice of motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-36 o'clock,

until the next day.

Lzgizftahb- Aszzciutp,
Thtfrsday, 291h Augut, 1901.

Papers presented-Question: Pilot Service, steamer
Pelican-Question:- Public Battery at YaUlgo, Toil-
jugs-Question; Railway Statioumunsters', Hours of
Duty-.question : Premier's Departmesnt, as to
Abolishing-Question:. Woodcutters' Licenses, Re-
venue-Question; Kurniwang Firewood ComRJIY.
Building Snud-9quetiou : Gooinalling Rai ly,
Time for Cmletion-Question;- Midland Railwa
Debentures-Metion for Papers': Coustess G.M.
Comipany, Bonus - Motion; Kent Supply, to
Increase and Cheapen ; InqiyMotion : Gold
Mines, Inspection by S]3=hold.rs (adjournd)-
Motion;i Perth Coinmong, Pee Simple not to he
granted (adjourned) - Motion : Immigration of
Domestic Servants, not to Assist; Amendment
passed-Adjournment

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, P.M.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
BV THE COLONIAL SECSET&RY:. Regu-

lation for the hours of attendance of
public officers.

By THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Report
by the Engineer-in-C0h ief on the proposed
Australian Transcontinental Railway,

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-PILOT SERVICE, STEAMER
"PELICAN."

MR. F. McDONALD, without notice,
asked the Premier: -s, If the steamer
Pelican has been handed over to the pilot
service as given forth in the public Press.
2, IFf not, is this steamer to be handed.
over to the pilots? 3, Who is to have
control i' 4, Is the crew which is working
the pilot service at the present time to
work the steamer Pelican, when handed
over ?

Tus, PREMIER replied: It is reported
to me the steamer Pelican is5 at present
heing examined with a view to trans-
f~ence for service as pilot steamer.
Instructions have been given that there
must be no delay in providing this
steamer for the pilots.

QUESTION-PUBLIC BATTERY AT
YALGOO, TAILINGS.

MR. WALLACE asked the Minister
for Mines: i, Whether it is true that he
is inviting tenders for the purchase of
tailings from stone crushed at the late
Yalgoo Public Battery. z, If so, whether
he proposes to compensate the various
owners of those tailings, and ]how.

Qlle8liOns.[ASSEMBLY.]
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: i, Tenders have been received for
the purchase of the tailings on the Yalgoo
Battery reserve. 2, NO; the tailings not
being removed become the property of
the Government.

QUESTION-RAILWAY STATION.
MASTERS' HOURS OF DUTY.

Mn. WALLACE asked the Commis-
sioner of Railways: t, Whether he is aware
that stationmnasters on the Gerslaton-
Cue railway are doing duty for 18 andI 20
hours per day. z, Whether he considers
such excessive duty in the best interests
of the safety of tb travelling public.

THE COMMISSION~ER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: i and 2, I sam not
aware of this, but am mnaking inquiries.

QUESTION-PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT,
AS TO ABOLISHING.

MR. G1. TAYLOR, asked the Premier:
r, Whether it is his intention to abolish
the Premier's Department z,Ifso, when?
3, If not, why not?

THE PREMIER replied: I am con-
sidering in what respect I can reform this
department and reduce the staff ; and by
the time the Estimates are discussed, I
expect to be able to make a definite
announcement.

MR. M. H. JACOBY; I thought you
were going to abolish it.

THEPREM&IER: I will, iflIcan.

QUESTION-WOODCUTTERS' LICENSES,
REVENUE.

Mn. F. REID) asked the Premier: i
What revenue is derived annually from
the sale of woodcutters' licenses. 2,
Whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to abolish woodcutters' licenses by
legislative enactment.

THE PREMIER replied: -r, About
.22,000. 2, NO; but the question of ire-
duciug the fees is under consideration.

QUESTION - KXRAWANG FIREWOOD
COMPANY, BUILDING SAND.

MR. F. REID asked the Commissioner
of Railways: Whether the Kurrawang
Firewood Company had authority to re-
move building sand from Crown lands,
and had they any right to carry same on
their line of'railway.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: I know of no authority

hiiving been granted to the Kurrawang
Firewood Company to remove building
sand from Crown lands. Permission to
build a line of tramway was given to
Jobson, on the condition that it was for
the conveyance of firewood only.

QU9ESTION - GOOMALLING RAILWAY,
TIME FOR COMPLETION.

MR. RASON, for Mr. Throssell, asked
the Minister for Works: At what date it
was anticipated the construction of the
Goo mailing Railway would be completed
and open for traffic.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: It is estimated that all the
works still unfinished on the Northam-
Goom ailing Railway can be completed,
and the line opened for traffic, in about
three months:- provided that the rails still
required to complete the permanent way
are procurable from the Working Rail-
ways Department without delay.-

QUESTION-MIDLA ND RAILWAY,
DEBENTURES.

Mn. MONGER asked the Colonial
Treasurer: x, Whether there is any
interest due on the debentures guaranteed
by the Government in connection with the
Midland Railway. If so, how muchP 2,
What amount tas been received by the
Government from land leases in reduction
of this guaranteeP How is same treated.
3, What other debentures were issued by
the company, and on what terms. 4,
Whether any interest is owing on these
debentures, and, if so, for what term or
terms? 5, What was the original share
capital of the com pany ? 6, What is the
area of lands included in present com-
pany's concessions mortgaged to the Gov-
ernment ? 7, What area of land was
allocated to the original promoters ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
replied: i, Not that I am aware of. 2,
£10,565 2s. 8d. has been applied to pay-
ment of interest on the debentures. 3,
The Government is not aware. 4, The
same. s, The same. 6, 2,400,000. 7,
3,319,464.

MOTION FOR PAPHRS-OOUICESS G.M.
COMPANqY, BONUS.

Mn. HUTCHINSON (Geraldtoa)
moved:-

That there be laidl upon the table of the
House a return, showing-,, AUl conres-
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pondence in connection with an application
made by the Countess Gold Mining Company
Limited, at Cue, for a bonus for deep sinking.
2, A copy Of the Geologist's report in connec-
tion with the sail bonus. 3, The date when
the said bonus was granted, and the date when
it was paid over to the company. 4, The
depth of the shaft on the Countess Gold Mine
at the time when the bonus was granted, and
its depth at the time the mine was ul-osed
down. 5, The names of the shareholders and
directors of the said Countess Gold Miining
Company, Limited, when the bonus was paid
over, 6, A copy of the agreement under which
the bonus was granted.

He said his reason for seekzing informa-
tion in connection with the Countess Gold
Mining Company was that during the
last two or three months statements had
been made in different newspapers, and
they were contradictory. The West Aus-
tralian of June 8 said the Minister for
Mines (Hon. H. Gregory) had approved
of the granting of £700 to the Countess
Gold Mining Company, Cue, the amount
to be expended in sinking below the
SO5ft. level; that in consequence of a
request from this company and two
others the Acting Government Geologist
(Mr. 1H. P. Woodward) visited Cue, and
reported on the applications, selecting
the Countess lease as being the most pro-
]ntsing; also that it was originally
proposed to subsidise the company to
the extent of £5 per foot of sinking done
between 295ft. and 400ff., 'but as this
would not test the ground in the locality
at a depth, which was the object desired,
and seeing that the shareholders were
unable to do so, they being local people
who had already expended £3,500 in
sinking and equipping the property, it
was decided instead to make a grant 6f
£700 at once. About the 6th June he
(Mr. Hutch inson) noticed in the Afnr-
diison Tines a letter from the Minister for
Mines to the Colonial Secretary (lion. F.
Illingworth) in which he said: B~e subsidy
for deep sinking, he had, in reply to
the Colonial Secretary's urgent request,
approved of a. subsidy being granted to
the Countess Gold-mine, Cue, of £700,
on the basis of £25 per foot from the
16-5ft. level. The other extract said
the amount was to be expended in
sinking below the SO5ft. level. A few
days ago, there had appeared in the
mining news of the Morning Herald
a, copy of an agreement purporting to
have been made between the Government

and the company, setting forth that the
Minister for ines was to advance
£9700, conditionally on the sum being
expended in sinking the shaft of the mine
to a farther depth, the shaft having
already attained at depth of SO5ft. The
said advance, with interest at the rate of
5 per cent., was to be a charge on the
lease, and on the profits derived there-

Ifrom by the company. The money, he
understood, had been paid three or four
weeks ago to the representative of the com-

ipany: and from the time the bonus had
been approved until the mine closed down,

ionly a few feet had been sunk in the
ishaft. In other words, for this £700
sinking should have been done at a cost
of about £25 per foot, while the report
showed the mine had been deepened about
l6ft. only. The report, the agreement,
and the published letters said to have
come from the Colonia Treasurer, seemed
hopelessly contradictory. It was rather
unusual to pay to a company a bonus of
£2700 on such a flimsy guarantee as that
contained in the agreement. There was
a mortgage over the lease, which was now
under exemption, and the land would
probably revert to the Government, if
the company could not raise necessary
working capital. Th~e agreement did not
set forth any time limlit within which the
money mukt be expended, and the
company might take ten years over
its expenditure. Altogether, the bon-us
seemed to have been granted in amost
trustful spirit; and it was to be hoped
the return furnished would satisfy hion.
members, and the outside public.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Ron.
D. Gregory): :With great pleasure he would
comply with the hion. member's request,
and would lay on the table the- whole of
the papers. The mover should dis-
tinctly understand that this sum had been
granted by the present Ministry solely
because there had been a, conditional
promise made by previous Ministries, as
the member for Claremont (Mr. Sayer)
would admit. Some considerable time
ago, the company had applied for assist-
ance in deep sinking. Apparently they
had been promised a grant at the rate of
£5 per foot, to assist them to sink L6Sft.
from the .SO5ft. level. Delay had ensued,
and up to the time Mr. Lefroy left
office,, that gentleman had done nothing
officially towardls granting the request.

Bonus, Partindars.[ASSEMBLY.]
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When the member for Claremnont took
charge of the department, the matter was
brought to his notice a few days before
he left. That gentleman had left a record
that he fully approved of some grant
being made, but that, as he was leaving,
he did not care to take responsibility.
He (Mr. Gregory), after reeei ving various
reports from the Government Geologist
and others, considered it wise to give
the company some assistance out of the
vote for deep sinking; and as the end of
the financial year was at hand, the grant
had to be given in a lump sum. There-
fore an agreement was made that the
money should be expended for prosecut-

ing deep sinking from the 306fth level, at
thle rate of £5 per foot, that being the
basis on which the bonus was said to
have been promised. The rate was not
large, as work in that country would cost
at least £10 per foot. All the company's
accounts were to have been examined by
the warden, and the inspector of mines
was to have power to inspect the work
done. The Government had a lien on the
property, the advance being a first charge
on the assets of the comipany, and interest
at 5 ler cent. was included. From news-
paper reports, it appeared the company
had not expended the money according to
agreement, and be had called for reports
from the warden and the inspector. If
the money had been expended in any
other way than that agreed upon, a. writ
would be issued againsat the company.
Such assistance was given by the Govern-
ment on distinct and definite agreements;
and if the money had been improperly
expended, that evidently amounted to
fraud. Hon. members might be assured
that he would act with great promptitude;
and at the next sitting of the House he
would' lay on the table the warden's
report.

MR. W. 3. GEORGE (Murray):- The
explanation of the Minister for Mines
was fair and clear, and he was not
prepared to quarrel with it; but there
should be no more granting of bonus
moneys dependent on the doing of a
certain amount, of work. It -would be
more advisable to make the payment of
money follow on a certificate that the
work bad actually been done. When we
got the papers we could go into the
matter more fully. Was it desirable in
these cases to make a grant of the whole

of the money just because the financial
year happened to be closing? He had
always understood from the former
Colonial Treasurer (Sir John Forrest)
that if a vote or anything affected by a
vote of money were deal1t with even to
the extent of only XI, before the close of
the financial year, the amount was saved
fronm going back into the Treasury chest.

THE, COLONqIAL TREASURER:I That Was
not so.

Mn. GEORGE: Be that as it might,
whatever had been done was done doubt-
less in an above-board fashion and on
fair grouuds. The case nevertheless
showed that the work should he dlone
before the money was parted with. That
was the usual custom in commercial life
-you had to do your work before you
got your " bunce."

MR, DoHERTY: That system was car-
ried out by the late Government.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-MEA.T SUPPLY, TO INCREASE
AND CHEAPEN; INQIRY.

Mat. 3. MI. HOPKINS (Boulder):- I
beg to move:

That a Select Committee be appointed for
the purpose of tally considering and recom-
mending to this House the best ways and
weans by which people of this State can be
provided, at a reasonable price, with a regular
and wholesome supply of beef and mutton,
either fresh, chilled, or frozen,

The reason which actuated me in giving
notice of this motion and in moving it
to-day is the prohibitive price which
obtains for fresh beef and mutton in
Western Australia at the present time.
I am also actuated by the desire to assist
if possible in ameliorating the diifficult
conditions which result from these high
prices to every section of the community.
Beef and mutton, I believe, are selling in
Perth at up to Is. 3d. per lb., whilst on
the goldfields prices range to Is. 8d, per
lb. The Premier of New Zealand was
recently reported as having said that his
Government purposed expending some
£25,000 or £60,000 on the establishment
of the frozen products of New Zealand in
the markets of South Africa.. I thought
this would be an opportune time for the
committee proposed by me to bring under
the notice of the Premier of New Zealand
the market which is available for him
more closely at hand-a market with

Countess G.M. Co, [29 AurUST, 1901.]
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which he would be able to deal regularly,
and which would nob entail the loss of
time and the disabilities pertaining to a
foreign market such as South Africa is
as compared with the market of Western
Australia . I am sure there can be no
two opinions in the minds of hon. mem-
bers as to the necessity for immediately
securing, if possible, for the people of this
State a better supply of fresh beef and
mutton. Families having to pay such
high prices as obtain at the present time
must necessarily restrict the quantity
they purchase) and it is a well-known fact
that many of the goldifields residents
have sent thieir wives and families to the
Eastern States, because they cannot afford
to keep them on the gold~fields. The
price of meat is one of the chief factors
in making the cost of living in the gold-
fields localities so heavy. I desire to
show the House that while we residents
of Australia are called on to pay up to
is. 8d. per lb. for beef and mutton-

MR. GEORGE: is. 8d. per lb.?P
MR. HOPKINS: Yes; that while we

are paying is. 8d. per lb., Australian beef
and mutton are selling in London at 2-1.
per lb. I shall read to the House some
quotations from the Australasian nder
the heading of " Frozen Meat:-."

A recovery in frozen meat has at last taken
place in London. In mutton, Australian
heavy-weights are quoted at 24. or an
advance of id. since the previous week, and
li".ht-weights at 2-Ad., or an advance of -&d.
All descriptions of New Zealand mutton have
risen id. River Plate mutton is unchanged,
having never fallen as low ast Australian. In
lamb, prime Canterbury has risen Id., fair
average New Zealand .44ig., and fair average
Australian I~d. The only alteration in beef is
a fall of -Ad. in New Zealand fores .. .. ..-New Zealand mutton: A still farther reduc-
tion in values has not been attended by any
improvement in the demand, and the market
remains in a moat unsatisfactory position in
niew of thes accumulating stocks and slow rate
of sale. Hleavy-weights are exceptionally diffi-
cult to sell.-Auatralian mutton: The change
in this department has again been for the
worse, and the moat disappointing feature is
that, although values have been brought down
to a ruinously low level, very little additional
inquiry has been created.

MIR, DIAMOND: What date is that?
MaL. HOPKINS: The date of this is

June 22nd, 1901. It was on that date I
gave notice of this motion, but the Rouse
went into recess, and it was not until I
camne into the House to-day that I noticed

I had not quotations fromn a more recent
issue.

M1. GEORGE:- On what date were
beef and mutton selling at I s. 8d. per lb.?

M. HOPKINS: The member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Wallace) will give that, but
I may say that I was paying is. 7d. per
lb. just before I removed from the gold-
fields. The member for Mt. Magnet
informed me that meat was selling up to
is. 8d. per lb. in Mt. Magnet.

MR. GEORGE : When did you pay
Is. Md. per lb.?P

MR. HOPKINS: I paid it. You will
have an opportunity of speaking later.
Persons not conversant with the meat
trade are apt to say that the quotations
appearing in the Australasian cannot be
correct; but I think I can explain the
apparent anomaly, and I shall endeavour
to do so a little later. Mr. Morton Craig,
the Chief Inspector of Stock-a gentle-
man trusted and believed to be capable
of filling the important position to which
he has been appointed : were it not
so, I take it that the representatives
of the pastoral and agricultural indus-
tries in this House would have long
since given expression to their dissatisfac-
tion-in tim course of his evidence before
the Royal Commission on Rabbits, stated
in reply to question 303:-

If the importers increased it would bring
down tlieprice of meat Even though there were
not one produced in the State, it wvould depend
upon that. If there were a dozen men import-
ing instead of a couple as now, the price of
meat would be brought down. Those who
deal in meat make a reduced profit on it, and
the local meat is not sold any cheaper.

Again he says:
While trade is in the hands of three or four

people, they will take good care that the price
is not too low.

That is the answer to question 3163.
Then in answer to question 320, Mr.
Craig says:

Kimberley people sell their bullocks to the
people inL the Port for X5 a head, and they
come down here and are sold alongside cattle
of the same weight from the Eastern colonies
at the same price.

Farther, in answer to question 321 he
states that it costs from 50s. to £,3 at
the most to bring bullocks down here.
Wherefore, a Kimberley bullock averag
I suppose about SO0lbs. --

MR. D)OHERTY: Oh, no0!

6.50 Heat Supply:
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MR. HOPKINS: It does not say
much for the Kimberley country if the
bullocks won't average SQOlbs. That
lands them here at £8 10s. roughly,
according to Mr. Morton Craig. I quote
the information to the House, though I
do not vouch for the statements made by
Mr. Craig. Now, a large proportion of
our meat supplies has in the past been
drawn and is at the present lime being
drawn from the Eastern States, presum-
ably alive, although I believe in many
instances, say after a tempestuous round-
ing of the Leeuiwin, it has not been an
unknown occurrence for bullocks to be
slaughtered in order that the carcases
may be saved. That proceeding is not
altogether desirable in the interests of
hmunity. It is admitted by experts that
a bullock will lose from 200 to 260 lbs. in
weight from the time he leaves his pastures
in Queensland and New South Wales
to the time he is slaughtered on the gold-
fields. I ask hon. members to consider
whether it is reasonable that a bullock
which, through the privations it has to
undergo in shipping and railing, loses a
quarter of its entire weight, can be con-
sidered fit for human consumption. I
am forced to believe-and many others
hold the same opinion-that if we had a
rigid system of stock inspection, not only
here in Perth but on the goldfields, at
least 10 per cent, of the meat now getting
into consumption would never be con-
sumed at all. I do not mean to say that
the retail butchers are making untold
wealth out of the prices they are getting
for meat, but I do say that the people of
this State are being taxed to maintain a
system of stock importation which is both
costly and entirely behind the times.
The system is not at all consonant with
the scientific progress of the age. Before
we can hope for an improvement of the
existing condition of affairs, we shall
have to establish large freezing dep6ts at
the seaports, particularly at the ports of
the North-West, and in the large dis-
tributing centres and the large consuming
centres. By that means I believe we
shall be able to bring the purchaser more

closey intc with the consumer. I
the pas, frznbeef has not bad a fair
trial in Western Australia for one im-
portant reason, that we have not had
proper facilities to place the commodity
in the retail shops in anything like good

condition. I believe that with the estab-
lishnient of dep~ts at the various ports
and at the distributing cenatres, we shall
overcome many of those disabilities.
When the establishment of freezing
chambers is mooted, many people are apt
to say that the proposal involves an
enormous undertaking; but it should be
borne in mind that there is a freezing
chamber in every little butter factory
existing in the E]astern States. These
butter factories are mostly co-opera-
tive concerns, established by from 20
to 50 struggling farmners. Now if they
can establish freezing chambers, there
should be no difficulty in the way of
Western Australia doing the same thing
too. The geographical position of our
country is such as to throw many diffi-
culties in the way of the producer, and
tends to make the article very costly
before it reaches the place where it is to
be consumed. Hon. members may reason-
ably ask how it is that when beef and
mutton are selling at ridiculously low
prices in London, bullocks are selling at
£10 and £212 and even £15 per head in
the markets of Victoria and New South
Wales. That circumstance is due prin-
cipally to the operations of a combine in
New South Wales-a combine supported
by the graziers and squatters. The auc-
tioneer selling stock at Homebush collects
his own commission, and a farther com-
mission; and this farther commission is
handed over to the combine in question.
The money is pooled and is applied to the
purchase of stock when the supply is very
plentiful. I have seen 16,000 sheep
bought by the combine at Homebush in
one day, with the result that both mutton
and beef rose in the market immediately.
The combine having bought that amount
of mutton, have to slaughter it, and the
one condition on which the subsidy is paid
is that the meat bought by the combine is
to be disposed of outside New South
Wales. Therefore it goes to London to
be consumed. So that although the
squatter in the first place is taxed to
maintain the combine, he gets his return
at the expense of th consumer by the
increased price which the latter has to py
for his meat. Of course we may expect
that the old cry will be raised -as it has
been raised on many pi-evious occasions
when the question has been debated in
Western Australia-that the people will
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not eat frozen meat. Now, if that were
true, we should certainly see some system
of corn diet established on the great
oceanboats. But we do not see-any such
system established. We find thg boats
have their refrigerating chambers-the
order of the day is frozen products.

A MEMBER: Chilled.
MR. HOPKINS: Chilled and frozen.

If they can have chilled beef on the boats,
there .is no reason why we cannot chill
cattle at the Kimnberley ports and bring
them dlown here; and if the result
of the introduction of chilled mneat has the
effect of lowering the price of fresh meat,
something will have been done to farther
the interests of the country. There is
another phase of the question-one to
which I have not given much attention
and which possibly other members will
deal with-and that is the establishment
of abattoirs and the opening of a metro-
politan meat market. But I do not
see how these things fire to he done
until such time as the refrigerating
chambers are provided. It is true that
good wages aire paid in Western Aus-
tralia, but they are more than counter-
balanced by the high cost of living, I
believe. The high price of beef and
mutton, along with the hea v cost of
other commodities, mates liv~ing here
unreasonably expensive. If we can reduce
the cost of living we shall have dlone
something towards inducing men on
the goldfields, keeping their wives and
children in the Eastern States, to bring
their families over here. This affords
the readiest means of permanently secur-
ing useful citizens. I have much pleasure
in moving the motion standing in my
name.

MR. F. REID (Mt. Barges): I beg to
second the motion.

Mu. F. WALLACE (Mt. Magnet):
On this motion I had intended to speak,
but I am given to understand that the
House is favourable to the appointment
of a select committee to inquire into the
question. I7 wish to ask that in the
selection of the members of the com-
mittee only those who have experience
in matters of this sort be selected, and
that the committee endeavour to get

epreced witnesses. We bave had
seetcmmittees on matters of this sort,

and witnesses who have had no know-
ledge of the question at issue have been

Iexamined. I ask that this committee he

appointed, ad also that some considera-
toshoul be given to the question of

cheapening the food supply. I would
like to go farther than the lion, member
for Boulder, and move as an amendment,
or would ask the member for Boulder to
accept as an addition to his motion, after
"mutton"in the third line, the words

"1and pork and dairy produce." In my
opinion, the only way to bring about a
wholesome and cheap supply of meat is
to cause closer competition. We have had
instances where growers of stock in other
parts of the State have sent their stock
to market, and because of the existence
of the meat ring-the existence of which
ning was long ago settled-having a
monopoly of the whole of the paddocks
around the metropolitan market, people
sending their stock were compelled to
accept the prices given by the stock-
buyers.

M(R. DOHERTY: N'~ame one instance.
MRt. WALLACE: I can give one in-

staince. I anm always prepared to quote
instances. There was a man named Fitz-
gerald, who about seven years ago-[Mit.
DOHERTY: Oh fl--brought his sheep to
Perth, and the price offered for them was
so absurd that he drove the sheep back
to the Owens River.

Mn. DOHERTY: Seven years ago!
MR. WALLACE: Well, the same state

of affairs exists to-day, or a little
worse, if anything. I belive if some con-
sideration were given to the question of the
erection of public abattoirs, with chilling
rooms attached, some good might be done.
! have considered this question, and have
come to the conclusion that the best
means of giving to the consumers of the
State a cheaper and more wholesome
supply of meat is by the establishment of
abattoirs. That will give to the smaller
man a chance of getting a reasonable

pric for his meat. If the owner of the
stok cannot agree with the cattle-buyer
as to price, the stock-owner can run cattle
into the abattoirs, have them slaughtered
and chilled, and in this way become a
temporary butcher. That may not be
popular with some members of this House,
but it would be one of the best means of
cheapening meat. The effect of cattle
beingslaughtered in public abattoirswould
give the Government an opportunity for

Icloser supervision, and would assure the
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people that they were getting a mnore
wholesome supply of meat. I had one
experience of abattoirs in this State, and
had a majority of the consumers seen the
class of meat killed there, I can assure
members that less meat would be eaten
now. We want to stop that class of
thing. want the people to be assured
that thie meat they axe eating is of a
wholesome quality. The Chief Inspector
of Stock, in his report, makes some allu-
sion to abattoirs, and fronm what I learn
a committee was appointed to inquire
into the establishment of abattoirs. The
Chief Inspector of Stock says:

With the present system of private slaughter-
houses, it is impossible to carry ouit anything
approaching a satisfactory inspection of the
stock slaughtered and the mst passed into
the markets for consumption; and until abat-
toirs are erected and the hours of slaughter
regted to enable an inspector to be present,
a cerai percentage of diseased meat will
always find its way to the consumer.

I contend that the appointment of a
committee composed of men who are
conversant with this matter will result
in the establishment of some such
system ais I suggest; that is, abattoirs
with closer inspection. Then the people
will not only be assured of a wholesome
quality of meat, but they will get the
meat at a less price than they do to-day.
We know that, notwithstanding the price
of stock in the first place, and after
a considerable fall, yet with the abolition
of the duties during the last two years
and the reduction in the price of meat,
the consumer has not benefited. The
consumer has not derived any benefit
from the abolition of the duties or the
fall in price.

MR. W. J. Gsouon: That was why the
duties were taken off.

Mn. WALLACE: We might have
known that it would be so when we saw
the gentlemen who were interested in the
meat supply coming to our assistance. I
will ask the membe for Boulder to acept
the amendment which I have read out.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member may
move the amendment himself.

MRt. WALLACE: Then I move, as an
amendment:

That ater " mutton," in the third line, the
words "and pork and dairy produace" be
inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

MR. TfEESDAL~E SMITH (Wel-
lington): This motion has my fullest

sympathy; but I1 would like to draw
the attention of the miember for Boulder
to one fact, so that he can make inquiries at
Kalgoorlie with reference to the price of
meat. To-day beef and mutton can be
bought in Perth for an average of 6* d.
per lb. wholesale; and it seems to me
monstrous that the consumers on the
fields should have to pay is. 7d. to is.
8d. per lb.

MR. DOHERTY: They do not pay that.
Mn. GEORGE: Last week the best of

meat was sold at Kalgoorlie for 10d.
per lb.

MR. HoPKiNs: No; iIs. 2d. per lb.
I had it from Moran and Co., in Barrack
street.

MR. TEESDALE SMITH: For some
time we have been supplying our men
with meat at 7;'d. per lb., and I cannot
understand bow the Kalgoorlie butchbers
can make the price so high. The member
for Boulder says a bullock loses 2b0lbs.
from the time it leaves the pastures on
the other side until it arrives here. We
have been importing bullocks for the last
six or eight months, and we find the
average loss is from S0lbs. to lO0lbs.

MR. HoPKiNs : That is a tidy bit.
MR. TEESDATLE SMITH: That is

8 per cent., instead of 25 per cent. I
would like to see the hon. member give
the ' meat ring," as it is called-

MR. HopiNqs: I did not mention any-
thing about a meat ring.

MR. TEESDAILE SMITH: Well, the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Wallace)
did. I think the hon. member said some-
thing about a " combine."

ME. HonxINS: Pardon me, I did not
refer to a " combine " in Western Aus-
tralia.

Ma. TEESDALJE SMITH : This
motion deserves well of the House, and
I intend to support it.

Mit W. J. GEORGE (Murray):; I
know nothing about the properties of a
bullock, or anything about it; but I can
state most emphatically-and I will take
no contradiction from 'anyone, about this,
because it is an actual fact-that in
Kalgoorlie last week on three occasions
in the evening I saw a splendid show of
beef there, and the prices ranged from
6d. per lb. tolOd. per lb. I do not know
from what particular part of the animal
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we get the steak, but at any rate steak,
seems to me to be really good meat, and
at 10d. per lb. that seems to be reasonable.
The meat look-ed very nice. The 6d. per
lb. meat seemed to have a lot of bone in
it, but I think the butchers take the bones
out and make the meat into what is called
" rolled beef." There can be no question
about these facts. I am in sympathy
with the motion, but I do not like
exaggerated statements. The price in
Perth does not always regulate the price
on the fields. I have known apples to be
selling in Perth at Is. per Lb. retai, and
a few days later I have been in Kalgoorlie
and paid 2s. 6d. per lb. retail for apples.
Last week I saw apples in the shop
windows at Kalgoorlie at from 6d. to is.
per lb., and I think the price in Perth
was about the same. This motion is a
good one, but we shall not gain anything
from exaggerated statements. What I
have stated I know to be facts. If I bad
known that this debate was coming on, I
would have bought a piece of meat at
Kalgoorlie and brought it down and laid
it on the table of the Rouse.

kiR. Honia:s I went to the trouble to
get a list of prices from Moran & Co., in
Barrack-street. This I brought to the
House, but I have mislaid it. This
list showed the rates charged by Moran &
Co., in Barrack-street, to be 8d. to Is. 2d.
per lb.

RffoN. F. H. Pims: In PerthP
Ma. Bonnies: That is Moran & Co.'s

price.
Ma. G. THROSSELL (Northam): I

would like to sympathise with the hon.
member who has brought forward this
motion, but I am not certain that he has
gone the right way to secure the end he
has in view. This seems rather a matter
for private enterprise. We should not
come to the House to ask for a select
committee to bring -about cheap meat,
because it may fallow that when chaff or
bread rise in price, some other member
may ask for a select committee to introduce
cheap bread or chaff. It seems rather
paradoxical that at the present moment
10d., or Id., or Is. per lb. is paid for
meat here, and Australia and New
Zealand are known as the great exporting
countries; still, while high prices are
paid for meat in these States, Australian
meat is sold wholesale in the London
market at from 2Vd. to 4d. per lb.

The newspapers tell us that at the
present moment in Melbourne the best
beef is 10)d. a pound, and is likely to rise
to ld. So members will see that what
is complained of is not confined to this
State at the present time. 1. with the
hon. member, regret exceedingly the high
price of meat. I do not know whether
there is a "butchers' ring" which we
used to hear of in theold days. Possibly
if the Commissioner of Railways (Hon.
J. J. Holmes) were present, he could
enlighten us as to the cause of dear meat.
Whatever the cause, the fact remains
that meat is much too dear. That
probably is the only complaint we have
in Perth just now. Food is vary cheap,
if not very good ;the staff of life, bread,
is very cheap; but as I say, the price of
meat is altogether too high. The mem-
ber who introduced this motion, and his
brainy colleagues on the goldields, would
do well to combine their capital and
arrange for ships to be fitted up with
cool chambers, and to send an agent to
Melbourne or elsewhere in order to let
the people in Western Australia have the
benefit of obtaining beef or mnutton at
241d. per pound. Those who read the
papers see that huge cargoes are taken to
the old world and sold at the rate of Slbs.
of the very best for 2a. 8d., or Glhs. at
Is. 4,d., as the case may be; and surely
New Zealand is so close that it is not
impossible for my friend to combine his
capital with that of others andi bring about
this great reform to confer benefit upon his
fellow-men. I heartily advise him to goon
with the matter by private enterprise, and
let us have the benefit of cheap meat by a]
means. It is a. disgrace to us that whilst
prime beef from New Zealand can be
introduced at those low prices into the
old country, we in Western Australia
have to pay 10d. or Is. a pound. Still I
believe that people in Melbourne at the
present time are paying those high prices,
and we know that business men there are
keen enough to engage in any enterprisE
which will give them a return for theiz
money.

HON. F. H. PIE SSE ('Williams) : Iu
bringing forward this motion, no doubi
the hon. member had a desire to do hiE
best in the interests of the conaumer
but I am afraid that if a select committee
is appointed we shall not obtain very
good results from it. We have had thuE
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matter before the House almost annually
for the last nine or ten years, and in 1898
or 1899 there was, I think, a motion
passed in this House with regard to the
establisbment of abattoirs. The absence
of abattoirs has been mentioned to-night
as one of the reasons why we do not have
cheap meat here. All that has been
talk-ed over, and we have heard from
many members of the House that the
existence of the duty was the reason why
meat has been so expensive. Now the
duty has been removed, but meat is still
dear. We have to-night had instances
given us of the high price of meat ruling
in the Eastern States, and we have also
had instances given us by the member for
the Murray (Mr. W. J. George) of the
price ruling in Kalgoorlie. which is not
much in advance of the price in Perth.
Taking these two instances, the price of
meat in Kalgoorlie and the price in
Perth, and comparing the prices with
the price existing to-day in Melbourne, I
think that, after all, although the cost of
meat in this State is certainly abnormally
high, no good result will be obtained for
some time to come until there is a reduc-
tion in the price of meat in a wholesale
way. There has been a very great shortage
of stock throughout Australia, and I
think the=pic quoted to-day by the mem-
ber for Boadr (Mr. Hopkins) as ruling
in England-this being 21.d. per pound
-must be exceptional, because I notice
that the prices have advanced there in
an equal manner to that in which they
have advanced in Australia. When we
come to look into the matter, we shall see
that the appointment of a select com-
mittee cannot help us. We have already
discussed this question many times in the
Rouse. I think the House on many
occasions came to the conclusion that the
price of meat was unreasonably high,
and there was a feeling that the high
price was due to the duty. Now, how-
ever, the duty has been removed, and yet
the people have no greater benefit in
regard to the price of meat than they
had when the duty existed. After all,
this is a question of trade. The difficult;
is between people who sell wholesale and
retail, and the consumer. If the whole-
sale price is 51.A. per pound, as has been
mentioned to-day by the member for
Wellington (Mr. Teesdale Smith), that
is very high, higher than I have ever

known it before; and one cannot wonder
that the price of meat sold in the retail
shops throughout the State is high.
Reference has been made by one hon.
member to Js. 8d. being the price on the
goldields. We have beard the same
thing applied to many other articles of
every-day consumnktion in this State.
There is this about it, that most people
when speaking of these prices generally
exaggerate; they put the price as high
,a they can. One-and-eight may have
been paid at the time the hon. member
spoke of, but the price has been reduced,
and it has been pointed out that meat can
be obtained at half that price in shops on
the goldfields. Thbre is one thing with
regard to a matter the member for the
Murray mentioned: he mentioned this
price and said he was ignorant as to what
part of the bullock the meat came from.
I was rather surprised to hear the hon.
member express himself in that way,
for on a previous occasion he had
some knowledge of animals or stock,
because we remember there was some
dispute between the Railway Department
and himself with regard to the consign-
ment of " pigs " from Fremantle to Perth,
and on that occasion the hon. member
was very irate with regard to the treat-
ment he received in relation to his con-
signment of "pigs." A lot of correspond-
enc occurred, and the matter was brought
under my notice, but it turned out
afterwards that what was referred to was
pig-iron. I thought to-night the hon.
member bad forgotten this matter, and
that he knew a good deal more about
stock than he led the House to believe on
this occasion. I syinpathise with the
motion, and think it would be a very
good thing indeed to try to reduce the
price of meat; but in my opinion the
appointment of a select committee would
not do much good. And if such com-
mittee were appoiuted to inquire into the
matter, it would only mean that a lot of
time would be wasted. As I say, the
matter has already been dealt with very
fully. The last Government made an
effort to establish abattoirs, and they
went so far as to select a site and provide
the money, and I believe a committee
was appointed; but the matter eventually
lapsed. This really is a subject for
private enterprise, and the better course
will be, as was suggested, to provide
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means of conveying the meat from New
Zealand to this State. That will be the
better course to adopt, if we are to have
cheap meat and frozen meat.

MR. A. J1. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle): While in full sympathy with
the object of this motion-and I speak
feelingly on this subject, for I have a
house to provide with the daily neces-
saries of life-I am afraid the proposed
method will hardly result in the way
desired. There are many things working
against a suppiy of cheap meat in this
State, and one of them has not been
touched upon this evening, or in any

previous debate in the House. It is this.
We hear agreat deal al~out combines. The
greatest enemy to meat consumers this
State has to contend with is a combine
between the steamship companies of
Australasia. That combine prevents
companies whose headquarters are in
Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide, from
competing in the New Zealand trade.
That combine prevents the Union Steam-
ship Company of New Zealand from
coinig west. If the member for Boulder
could induce this House to pass a motion
in favour of subsidising that Company to
trade direct between New Zealand and
Fremnantle with frozen meat - beef,
mutton, and also other New Zealand
produce-that would do more good than
fifty select committees appointed by this
House. 'New Zealand beef and mutton
are shipped in enormous quantities to
England. Some of the great steamers
that call here on their way out with
cargo are fitted up with refrigerating
chambers, some of them being capable of
holding 100,000 and even 120,000 sheep.
If an arrangement could be made whereby
a direct trade would be established
between New Zealand and Fremantle,
and these steamers with their great
refrigerating chambers could be induced
to call at this port, not only with beef and
mutton but other produce, if such an
arrangement could be made by subsidising
the Union Steamship Company so that
they would break loose from this com-
bination which is costing the Australian
people such a fearful lot of money in the
shape of freights, etcetera, that would
do more good than twenty select com-
mittees.

MR. DoxnREy: How about the Com-
monwealth duty against New Zealand ?

*M 8 . HOPKiNs: How do you know there
will be one?

MR. DIAMOND: It will be quite
within the province of this select com-
mittee, if appointed, to make a recom-
mendation such as I have just set forth,
and for that reason I will vote for the
motion.

MR. F. CONNOR (East Kimberle -y):
I rise to support the motion, and I am
prepared at any time to support a motion
which will have for its object the improve-
ment of the living of the people here. I
am, however, entirely at variance with
the hon. member in regard to the figures
which he gave; but I will not go into
details. Seeing his superior knowledge
of the trade, and of the whole business, I
am almost afraid to take the stand I do,
and say he iswrong. If the Premier had
the courage to take a step which I will
suggest, the adoption of it would have
the effect of making beef at least-which
has been most discussed-very much
cheaper to the people of this State. The
suggestion is that restrictions which pre-
vent the produce in the finest cattle-
raising country of Australia from being
brought overland shall be removed.
Those restrictions cause the public to
pay a tax for shipping cattle, and a tax
on the waste of tissue, which they should
not have to bear. What I suggest is the
one way by which the meat supply,
particularly beef, can be made cheaper. I
have no time to go into details in anything
connected with this most important sub-
ject..

MR. J. L. NANSON (Murchison):
I join with the members for Nlortham
(Mr. 0. Throssell) and for the Williams
(Mr. Piesse) in doubting whether this
select committee will be of much prac-
tical value; but I hope-if, as I suppose,
the committee be appointed-it will not
concern itself altogether with the philan-
thropic object of benefiting our brethren
mn Nw Zealand and of subsidising the
producers of that country, but that it
will turn its attention to the question of
developing the pastoral industry of this
country. There is no question of more
importance to Western Australia than
that of securing for her own people her-
own trade; and I do not care whether I
be saking on behalf of the pastoralist.

Ithe farer, or the manufacturer in towns:
JI say we should never lose any opportu-
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nity, and never fail to avail ourselves of
any method that may come in our way,
to secure employment within the State
for our own people and the development
of! our own industries. And surely it is
absurd to contend that this enormous
country, with a population of under
200,000, is unable to supply itself with a
sufficiency of meat; that it should be
necessary, as the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Diamond) suggested, to
subsidise 'New Zealand steamship com-
panies to bring us food. What can that
hon. member think would be the impres-
sion, if his words went forth to the
world? That Western Australia is so
barren, so unable to produce what she
requires herself, that in the Parliament
of the State it was seriously urged by a
member who spoke with, I presume, a
sense of res9ponsibility, that we should
actually subsidise steamers to bring here
what we ourselves cannot produce. I
deny that it is impossible to produce this
meat or this dairy produce; and if a
select committee be formed and will
look into this question it will see, as
the member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Connor) pointed out, that there is snore
than one way in which it is piossible
to encourage the pastoral industry. It has
always seemed to me that the pastoral
industry, although it has been largely
represented in this House, has not in thle
past had that encouragement which is its
due. I rememnber on one occasion many
years ago, one of the greatest pastoralists
in Australia, the late Mr. Tyson, wished
to bring store cattle into Kimberley; but
owing to some arrangement that has
always seemed to me selfish or one-sided,
he was prevented from bringing those
cattle here.

MR. DoHERTY: That has never hap-
pened. That is sheer imagination.

MR. NAN SON:- I am glad to hear that,
and glad that an error which has been
lurking in my mind so long has been
dissipated by the hon. member; because
if that had been true-and it has often
gone forth to the public that it is true-
there can be no question it must have
meant a serious blow to the pastoral
industry. If there be one class of men we
want to get into this country, it is men of
the type of the late Mr. Tyson, men of
vast practical experience of the industry,
and with capita] at the back of them. I

hope if the select committee be appoin-
ted, it will look to the question of inducing
pastoralists to come to this State, and of

givig them inducements to invest their
caitl in this country; and also that an

inducement will be offeredl to bring down
stock from the northern areas as cheaply
as possible. The member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins) has referred to the ques-
tion of prices ; but I cannot think, from
the figures he has quoted, that he is in
that respect an altogether reliable
authority. I have always noticed that
when we quote the wholesale price and
put opposite it the retail prie, we get A,
very large divergence, and he seems to
have quoted the wholesale price for frozen
mutton in London, and put opposite it
the retail price, and a very high quotation
indeed, in Perth. Well, no wonder
we get a sensational contrast ! I do
not pretend to be a commercial man;
but I Lhink I am sufficiently con-
versant with commercial affairs to
know that if we compile our statistics
on these lines, we can give most
hair-raising -figures to astonish those hon.
members who are always trying to
persuade us that this is the worst and
dearest country in the world to live in.
If the member for Boulder, the next time
he happens to he in London, will concern
himself with the price of fresh meat, he
will see it commands an enormous price
there retail, and that even frozen meat
commands a very good price retail. But
everyone who has tasted the two kinds of
meat knows there is a very great difference
in quality. I believe if you were eating
frozen meat with your eyes shut, you could
hardly distinguish beef from mutton, so
little flavour is left in the frozen article.
I am not speaking of the chilled article.

MR. HIARPER: It is half the price
MR. NANSON: As the member for

Beverley points out, it is half the price;
and I *do not think it fair to let it go
forth to the world that meat is so
enormously expensive here in comparison
with the price in London. It is nothing
of the kind. I suppose if you take the
same quality of meat, you will find the
local article is, if anything, cheaper; or if
there be any difference, it is neither here
nor there. I would conclude by again
urging that the work of this select com-
mittee, if it be appointed, should be to
endeavour to suggest some practical

Heat Supply.
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means of assisting our own pastoralt
industry, which, with reasonable encour-
agement, is perfectly capable of supplying-
the demands of less than 200,000 people.

Mn. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): I trust
the suggestion of the last speaker will
not be adopted by the proposed comn-
miittee. Everyone here believed, and
believed for a long time, that this country
was quite capable of producing all that
we wished to eat. But many of us have
been here for some considerable time,
and we have found that the meat supply
is not increasing. Consequently, if the
time of this proposed committee be
devoted to considering all the particulars
of the pastoral industry, goodness knows
when we shall get any recommendation
at all. The position as stated by the
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) was
that here we have to pay abnormally high
prices for meat. No doubt the pastor-
alists have for many years done their
best to supply us, so that the price might
he reduced; but they have not yet
succeeded; and now surely it is time we
should see if we can adopt some other
means. A lot of doubt has been cast on
the statement of the member for Boulder
that the price of beef on the goldfields is
at present very high. I do not know if
there be much meat sold at prices ranging
from Is. 2d. to Is. 7d.; but I do know
that the figures quoted by the meni er for
the Murray (Mr. George) will surprise
the people who live on the 'goldfields.
He practically told us that meat was for
sale on the goldfields at a cheaper rate
than iii Perth itself. L, personally' , have
never heard of meat being sold on the
fields, within the last twelve months at
any rate, under Is.; and I feel quite
satisfied that it is only meat of a very
exceptional quality that is to be obtained
under that rate at the present moment.
It seems to me we must see whether we
can evolve means of getting a cheaper
supply. I do not know whether or not
it will be advisable to subsidis a line of
steamers from New Zealand; but that is
a, matter into which the select committeeI
will be able to inquire; and I hope, when
the committee makes its inquiries, those
gentlemen who are particularly interested
in the meat trade of this country Will be
good enough to let the committee i ntsome of their secrets. If they do, T feel
quite satisfied the report of the comn-

mittee will be of a. very interesting
nature.

MR. D. J. DOHERTY (North Fre-
mantle) : I approach this subject with a
very open mind indeed. If we followed
to their logical conclusion the remarks
of the gentleman who leads the Labour
party (Mr. Hastie), I should say that the
selec~t committee, when reporting, should
suggest that the subsidised steamers
should employ black labour-the cheap-
est labour obtainable in the market.
[LABOUR MEMBERS: No, no.] Oh, I
see! What is sauce for the goose is not
sauce for the gander! We must have
the cheapest meat. We who are engaged
in the industry must pay our stockmen
very high wages, as we have to do. We
do not employ Chinamen.

MR. HA~r : What about aborigines?.
MR. DOHERTY: We employ few

aborigines; and the few we do employ
are as well paid as white men.

MR. JOHNSON: Then you do not pay
much to the white men.

Ma.DOBERTY: lBntif we areto follow
up the conclusions of our Labour friends,
then I say we should employ the cheap.
est labour we can possibly get in order to
put the beef on the market at the lowest
possible price. We cannot possibly pay
the wages the Labour party demand and
constantly insist on: the rate of wages
would constantly be going uip. and the
remuneration for the capital invested
constantly going down. A statement
was made regarding the price of beef in
Victoria to-day. That State does not
at present supply the London market.
Let me tell this House, not one pound of
beef or mutton has left the State of
Victoria during the past three months
for the English market.

MR. HOPKiNs: I was quoting Home-
bush, New South Wales.

MR. DOHERTYW: I can say the same
for New South Wales. For the past
three months, no beef or mutton has left
either Victoria or New South Wales for
the English market; and this week, the
wholesale price of beef in Victoria was
40s' per hundred-equal to 444. per lb.,
while to-day in Western Australia the
wholesale price of meat is from 4d. to

4d;so we are practically selling meat
chbeape wholesale than it is sold in

Victoria. wAnd not only that: the retail
price of mutton aud beef to-day in this
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part of Western Australia is cheaper than
in Victoria. The general retail price
here would average G1td. to 7d. per lb.;
and the average price in Victoria to-day
is about 71d. That is the position.
But men without knowledge, with only
one idea in their beads-that is, to raise
the price of wages and to) legislate for
themselves-fry at every opportunity to
east slurs on and to bring into contempt
the people who have money invested in
this State. That is not the sort of
legislation we want: we want legislation
for everybody. I am always prepared to
support the position of the working man;
but I do not wish mnembers who represent
the working classes to try to run down
capitalists, and to cry in every instance:-
" Bring our supplies from the other
States. Support the interests of the
other States rather than the interests
already established in this State."

Mn. HEASTIE:- What?
Mn. DOHERTY: You talk about a

subject of which you know nothing.
Why do you give your opinion in this
House when you are entirely ignorant of
the subject?

Mn. Honrrs- Why do you not
accuse me?

MR. DOHERTY: I am giving the
hon. member (Mr. Hopkins) figures
which entirely refute everything he has
said on this subject, and which prove
that he, with all his boundless knowledge
and -marvellous intellect, even he, the
great man from the goldfields, is also
wrong. It is the only instance in his life
when he has been wrong! but that he is
wrong is certainly true. I will support
the appointment of the select committee;
but I should prefer to ha've, if possible; a
Royal Commission sent out to the
districts which raise both sheep and
cattle. The whole solution of the dif-
ficulty in this State is, where large
numbers of cattle are produced-that is, in
both Kimberleys-the stock-route should
be opened from those districts to the dis-
tricts in close proximity to the Southern
market, where stock could fatten. So, if
at the season of the year when cattle
are not in a fit condition to be shipped
from East and West Kimberley, pastoral-
ists were permitted to tra-vel their stock
down, the consumer could be supplied at
a fair and reasonable rate. I shall give
my support to the motion for this select

committee, feeling Sure that when they
have made exhaustive inquiries they will
find that the pastoralists of this State
have received only fair remuneration for
their stock.

MR. H. DAGLISH (Stibiaco): I have
pleasure in supporting the motion pro-
posed by the hon. member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins), for the appointment of a
select committee. It is a very important
province of this Assembly to look after
the welfare of the people of the State in
every respect, and to consider as far as
possible any means available for making
the living of the people cheaper and
happier. So far as I can judge, there is
ample room for an amendment of the
conditions of life in both respects. I
should not, however, have given more
than a silent vote in favour of the select
committee had it not been for the remarks
of the member for North Fremantle

I(Mr. Doherty). I rise to protest against
the allusions which have been made to
the Labour party by the hon. member.

Mn. DoHEIRTY: I did not speak of the
labour party; I said " so-called Labour
party."

MR. DAGLISH: My hen. friend
aspires to be a member of the Labour
party, hut only when an election is on.

Mn. DoHERTY: You support the Labour
party sometimes; I support them always.

MR. DAGLISH: I object to the state-
ments of the hon. member. Only one
member of the Labour party has spoken
so far on this subject; it has not yet been
dealt with by other -members of the party.
I object to every remark of a character
adverse to the capitalist, whom, on this
occasion, my friend the member for
North Fremantle represents, being laid
to the charge of the Labour party. I am
quite prepared to admit that the mnembers
of the Labour party should bear the

Iresponsibility of any observations they
do make; but I entirely object to asper-
sions in respect of any observations being
cast on the party as a whole, unless the
party has fully indorsed them.

Mx. DoHE&RTY: Your leader cast the
aspersions.

MR. DAGLISFI: The inember for
Kanowna, (Mr. Hastie) is responsible for
What he says, and his shoulders are quite
broad enough to bear the brunt of any
at-tack made on him. He does not desire
to divide his responsibilities with any

Afeat Supply -
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other member of his party, unless he has
previously consulted his colleagues and a
unanimous decision on the subject on
which he speaks has been arrived at.

MR. DOHERTY: I see you are apolo-
gising for him.

MR. DAGLISH:; I am not apologising,
but I would find it a far easier task to
apologise for the member for Kanowna,
than to apologise for my hon. friend from
North Fremantle. I have to point out
that it has been objected that slurs have
been cast on the capitalist by this party.
I fail to understand where the slurs come
in. In this connection I am reminded of
the French proverb, that he who excuses
accuses himself.

MR. DOHERTY: Oh, give it to us in
the original.

MR. DAGLISH :I will give it to the
hon. member in Irish, if he wishes. I
think that the proverb may fairly apply
to those who have objected to slurs, where
no slurs whatever have been cast, or
intended to be cast. As a matter of fact
the House this afternoon is being, either
deliberately or through ignorance, misled
in regard to the relative prices quoted.
For on the one hand we have been dealing
with prices which have been current in
Western Australia for years past, whilst
on the other hand the prices quoted
relating to Victoria and New South
Wales have been current only for the
last month or two. We all know that the
high prices prevailing in the East at the
present time are the result of an excep-
tional season-are due entirely to a most
exceptional season. Every member is per-
fectly aware that the comparison is there-
fore not a fair or reasonable one, and
can only have the result of misleading
the House and the public in regard to this
matter. I claim that if there is to be a
fair comparison, an aver~ge year in
Western Australia must be compared
with an avenage year in Victoria and
New South Wales. There must not be a
comparison of average prices in Western
Australia with extraordinary prices in
Victoria and New South Wales. As I
said, I should not have risen but for the
remarks made concerning the party with
which I have the honour to be associated,
and with which several other members
would be very glad to have a chance of
being associated. I object to its being
alleged against any him. member that he

is not qualified to speak on a subject in
which he is not personally interested. I
maintain that, a member who has no
direct personal interest in an industry'
can steak more freely and mom fairly,
and with less prejudice on it than a man
who is directly and personally interested
in it. I say, therefore, that the words
coining from this (Labour) quarter on
the subject--words representing the voice
of the people and uttered with the object
of benefiting the people, and with that
object alone, uttered by members who
have nothing to gain in a personal and
financial sense from what may be done-
in the House this evening-that those
words are deserving of more weight than
the words which come from other quarters
where there is a direct personal and
financial interest to be considered and to
be conserved.

MR. DOHERTY: They should stick to
the truth.

MR. DAGLjISH: I have shown, I
think, that the statements made in reply
have not always been fair, and that the
comparisons drawn have not been just.
I should not, however, have said a word
on the subject, but for the accusations
made by the member for North Fremantle
(Mr. Doherty), who stated that an attempt
was made in this (Labour) corner to cast
slurs on the capitalist. I entirely dis-
claim any desire-

MR. DOHERTY: You have disclaimed
that twice: once is enough.

MR. DAGLISH:; I was not aware that
my apology, if apology it cam be called,
had been accepted; and I was hopeful
that if I went on speaking the hon.
member himself might have the grace to
make an apology, for it would comec with
better grace. from him than from me. I
hope that the select committee will be
appointed, and that it will go full 'y into
the whole matter; and I have some little
degree of hope also that the cornmittee
may discover something which will enable
us to give the people not only a cheaper
but a better article than they get at
present.

HON. W. H. JAMES (Minister): I
do hope the member for Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish) will not take the representative
of North Frernantle (Mr. Doherty)
seriously.

Mn. DOHERT: You took him very
seriously once or twice, you know.
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How. W. H. JAMES:- Certainly the
member for North Fre mantle should be
the last to rebuke another member for
speaking authoritatively on a subject with
which be has not practical acquaintance,
for I have not yet discovered the subject
on which the hon. member in question is
not prepared to lay down the law in the
most emphatic manner. On this par-
ticular question -I have pleasure in
stating-I agree with the member for
North Fremantle to a. large extent. Ilam
afraid no good will result from the
appointment of the proposed select com-
mittee. We have had experience of
similar committees before. Possibly there
are some members of this House who
think that the committee may be able to
throw new light on the subject; and if
the proposed investigation result in the
devising of some scheme, whereby cheap
meat would be provided and a heavy
burden thus removed from the shoulders
of all classes of the people, we shall1 be
very glad. Everyone will rejoice if the
committee succeed in attaining that end.
If they can devise means of lowering thegrice of meat-whatever those means may
e-the proposed committee will be very

much more successful than previous com-
mittees have been. We all desire to lessen
the price of meat, but I must say this-
I have never yet known of a member
of this House concerned directly or
indirectly in the Meat trade, who is not
prepared on every possible occasion to
quote figures to show that the local price
is not excessive, and who is not prepared
at any time to go before a select
committee or any other tribunal appointed
to go into the question. Should the
investigations of the committee now
proposed, however, result in any recom-
mendation such as to subsidise, lines of
steamers to bring meat or cattle here to
compete with the local product, I shall
be entirely against the proposal. While
I shall support any scheme which may
be brought forward with the object of
enabling the local pastoralist to get as
much as possible for his stock, I shall
certainly oppose any scheme of which the
effect would be to sacrifice the producers
of cattle and sheep in this State for the
benefit of those who produce them else-
where.

MR. HOPKINS (in reply as mover):
I haive listened. with a great deal of

interest to the remarks which have fallen
Ifrom various members on the subject of
this motion. It seems to ine that most of
those who speak against it say they will
vote for it. I have made up my mind to
divide the House on the question, if
necessary;- and I would just like to make
myself plain again on one point-that I
have not introduced any reference to rings
or combines within the State of Western
Australia. I think it is unfair that I
should be charged with doing these things,
since I -really did not do them. The
member for East Kimberley (Mr. Connor)
has treated us in this discussion to one of
his usual little pantomimes. I do not
know that he contributed anything of
much service to the debate, thiough he
displayed a grat deal of indignation.

MR. F. CoN~ox: I joined issue, but
you were not " game " to take me on.

Mn. HOPKINS: The hon. member
said the quotations were uniform, and
he is supported in this instance by the
authority of the member for the Murray
(Mr. George), who tells us that he does
not know one, joint from another. We
know perfectly well that joints are

Ifrequently sold at 8d. and 10d. per lb.;,
but after living on the goldifields for the
past six years I am in a position to state
that it has rarely been my lot to buy beef

*at Is. per lb. or under. I have usually
*had to pay from Is. 2d. to Is. 5d. per lb.,
that is for joints that will be of service
on the. table. Rough joints can be
bought at a cheaper rate, but I do not

Iknow that they are of much use 'when you
have bought them. I think it was the
member for North Frenmantle (Mr.
Doherty) who stated that this is a6 ques-
tion on which only people who have some
interest in the industry have the right to
speak.

MR. DouEnTr: I did not say that.
Mn. HOPKINS: I think it pretty well

boiled itself down to that. However,
viewing the question with an open mind
-in the words of the member for the
Murchison (Mr. Naason)-I have come
to the conclusion that it takes two men to
make a contract. In this instance, the
two are the producer and the consumer,
the seller and the buyer; and I think the
buyer in the end has as much right to
express an opinion on the question. as the
seller. Therefore, the consumer is per-
fectly justified in having the question

Meat Supply;
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ventilated. Turning to the report of
the Chief Inspector of Stock, we find that
in 1900 there were imported into this
State 13,500 head of cattle, 18,124 sheep,
and 4,359 pigs. I state again now what,
I stated before-we are being taxed to
maintain a system of stock importation
which is exceedingly costly and entirely
behind the times; and it is to overcome
that difficulty that I have brought this
question before the House. I believe we
have some beautiful country undeveloped
in the Kimberley distrit-I have never
seen it, but I believe it is there--with is
capable of carrying a vast quantity of
stock; and if we establish freezing depats
and give the pastoralists every means of
placing their commodities on the market
under the best and most favourable con-
ditions for the consumer, we are devising
means for settling a large community on
country now lying idle.

Ma. CONNOn:- Why don't you do it,
thenP

MRt. HOPKINS : The member for
East Kimberley told us that lie pays
blacks the same wages as he pays white
men.

Mn. CaNwon:- No.
MR. HOPKINS : Then it was the

other member of the firm who said it-

my friend from North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty). We have been told by the
member for East Kimberley that people
up there aire walking about in terror of
their lives, and yet they pay the niggers
as much as they pay white men, thus
raising up for themselves a crowd of
enemies; whereas they might engage
white men in place of blacks, and thus
live in perfect comfort and security on
their stations. It has been the rule in
the Eastern States to establish freezing
chambers and freezing dep~ts as aids to
export; and I think it would be good
business for us to establish them here as
aids to import. When the local supply
has overtaken the demand, the local pro-
ducer will have one great benefit, inas-
much as he will have, ready at hand, the
facilities for export.

Question, as amended, put and passed.
A ballot having been taken, the

following members were elected a com-
inittee:-Mr. W. J. Butcher, Mr. R. D.
Hutchinson, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. A. E.
Thomas, with Mr. Hopkins; as mover;
the qWmmittee to have power to send for

persons and papers, and sit during any
adjournment of the House; to report on
the 17th September.

At 6-30, the SrFx~sn left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MOTION-GOLD MINES, INSPECTION
BY SHAREHOLDERS.

MR. MONGER (York) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the time

has arrived when the Goldfields Act should be
so amended as to allow bona"fi shareholder.
the opportunity of inspecting any mines at
such times as may be fixed by the manage-
ment, at least once a fortnight.
In dealing with the motion, he had no
desire to refer to the numerous peculiari-
ties which had been associated with our
various goldfields Mining Acts and Regu-
lations, nor was, is, his desire to refer to
the many peculiarities in connection with
the various mines and their various values
during the past few years. He might
refer to one particular mine which
within the last two years had a paper
value of over seven millions, but
which to-day represented a paper value
equivalent to only about two millions.
If the motion he now desired to bring
under the notice of members had been in
operation, or if there had been at
clause in the Mining Act producing the
effect he now desired, there would
never have been buyers of that par-
ticular stock on the basis of a seven-
milion-pounds valua~tion. He would leave
members to draw their own conclusions
as to the particular property to which he
referred. If he were to deal in eztenso
with the various mining properties which
had been floated in other parts of the
world and worked in Western Australia,
and give their relative values a few years
ago and their values to-day, he would be
taking up unnecessarily the time of the
House. He believed that in this motion
he had the support not only of every
member representative of labour on the
gold~fields, but, lie believed, of al1most
every member of the House. So, under
the circumstances, there was very little
or no reason for him to dwell at any
length upon the motion. He believed
what he advocated was already accepted
by the State of Victoria; and though he
had not had time to-day to look up the
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particular regulation referring to that
question, he bad-thanks to the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory) -had
placed before bin the particular clause in
the New Zealand Act which dealt with
this question. This was practically the
clause he desired to see introduced into
our Goldfields Act, and be hoped it
would meet with such support as he
understood it had received in New Zea-
land. The clause was as follows:

(1.) Any person owning any share or interest
in any mine, or in any mining company
owning or working any mine, shall be entitled
at any time between the hours of noon and
one o'clock in the afternoon of any working-
day to enter such mine, with or without an
expert, and to inspect the samne and sll the
workings and wining operations therein; and
for such purpose the said person and expert
shall have at a times ingress, emas, and
regress in respect of such mine. (2)Every
manager of a mine or director or manager of
any company as aforesaid commits an offence
if in any way directly or indirectly be pre-
vents, obstructs, or delays any person or
expert as aforesaid from exercising the rights
conferred upon him by this section.

Had a, clause of that kind been in opera-
tion in this State during the last three
years, no such tremendous and false
values would have been given out to the
investing public as we had seen, with the
result previously mentioned. We had
various Acts in operation in this State
dealing with the dividends which these
mines paid, and dealing with the regis-
tration of State shareholders, and we
knew the way in which these Acts were
carried out. If the Minister for Mines
was desirous of ingratiating himself with
the Western Australian mining public,
he would see that the various Acts deal-
ing with these concerns were carried
out in a much more stringent manner
than they had been in the past. He had
no desire to-night to labour with these
various Acts. They were well known, at
all events to the mining representatives
who occupied seats in this House, and he
thought those members would admit that
very stringent measures should be at once
adopted to see the law carried out. A
certain newspaper, for some reason best
known to itself, gave him praise for
having brought forward this measure;
but it wound up in the way it usually
did by saying no doubt he had some
ulterior object. The ulterior object he
had in view-and which he would like to

mention for the benefit of that paper-
was the advancement of the best interests
of the investing public and the best
interests of shareholders in Western Aus-
tralian mines.

MR. W. OATS (Yilgarn) seconded the
motion. In Broken Hill, in Victoria,
and in South Australia, shareholders
were allowed opportunity of inspecting
a mine; and in Western Australia he
had, as a mine manager, always been
pleased to greet and welcome any visitors,
whether shareholders or not. The share-
holder had a right to inspect a mine, and
if such a provision was not on the statute
book it ought to be, so that a. share-
holder could at any time pay a visit
under proper arrangements. He did not
mean to say a shareholder should binder
any work, but under proper arrangements
and on proper occasions one should have
access to mines.

Mn. J. RESIDE (Hannamns): The
motion was in the best interests of the
mining industry, and if it were passed it
would tend to protect local investors.
In times past more consideration had
been shown to the foreign capitalist than
to the local investor. He knew from
practical experience that the custom of
allowing sharebolders to inspect the mnines
was in vogue in Victoria, because he
himself had procured orders to inspect
mines there. That system, however, did
not prevail in Western Australia, so far
as he knew. True, people were some-
times allowed to go below to inspect a
mine; but these were generally particu-
lar friends of the directors. If a bontz
fide shareholder desired to see how a,
mine was being carried on, it was in the
interests of the industry that he should
see for himself, instead of remaining the
victim of bulls and bears as in the past;
for no doubt some of the mines, especi-
ally in the Hannans district, had been

*worked for the benefit of foreign jobbers.
The proposal would tend to purify the
mining industry, to encourage mining

*investors in this State, and generally to
help to put mining on a sounder basis.

THiE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): Presumably, the objiect of
the motion was more to promote discus-
sion than to issue a distinct instruction
to the Government; for it was not cred-
ible that any member present would like
to see a Goldfields Act Amendment Bill
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brought in this session. Those who
remembered the fight over the last Min-
ing Bill knew that if another Bill were
introduced, weeks or months must elapse
before it could pass. Nevertheless, the
motion was well worthy of consideration;
and all mining members should express
their views, so that when an amendment
of the Act was desirable, this subject
could be properly considered. Had there
been some such system in the past as the
motion proposed, probably the value of
mines would not have been so inflated.
But there were dangers to be faced.
Therehad been an instancewbere a mining
expert went down a mine, and immedi-
ately afterwards cabled to London that
the minewas worthless. The shares quickly
dropped, and the expert and his friends
made a large profit. With the provision
in the New Zealand Act that any share-
bolder should be allowed to inspect and
to take with him an expert, he (the
Minister) did not agree. It would be
dangerous to allow an outside visitor to
assume the value of a mine on a cursory
examination, for it would be impossile
for such a man to present a fair report.
Take an ordinary trading concern, such
as a limited company. Were share-
holders allowed to inspect the books,
to find out which debts were good and
which bad, or how the stock was placedP
No. And to some extent. the same
principle applied to our mines. Never-
theless, bona Me shareholders should be
given some right of inspection, provided
they had not the privilege of being
accompanied by experts. As the mover
said, this was the law in New Zealand, and
it was the unwritten law of all the States
except Western Australia. Recently in
Victoria, a gentleman desired to inspect
a mine with an expert. To this the
directors objected ; and considerable
discussion took place in the Press for
and against the principle. There might
be other means by which the interests of
shareholders could be conserved. The
Companies Act might be made to pro-
vide for the issue every three months of
a complete list of shareholders; and then
it would be clear how those who con-
trolled the company were dealing with
the shares. He invited suggestions as to
some means of protecting the general
public. All knew that in the past there
had been gross frauds owing to the

inflation of values, a many people, from
lack of knowledge of the working of the
mines, sustained great losses; but the
motion would open the door for outsiders
to inspect properties and then to publish
improper reports. Members interested
should discuss the question with a view
to future legislation.

THE PREMIER (Hon G. Leake):
Though not objecting to the motion, he
hoped it would not be forced through

that evening without some amendment.

definite instruction, or was it merely an
invitation to discuss the principleP

Mn. MONGER: The latter.
THE PREMIER: The principal repre-

sentatives of the mining industry were

now WIsQ~LSON: Who were they?
THE PREMIER: The member for

Coolgardie (Mir. Morgans), for Dundas
(Mr. Thomas), and other hon. members
who represented important corporations.
He (the Premier) was desirous of glean-
ing information on a particularly inter-
esting subject; but it certainly appeared
there were two sides to this question, anid
much depended on the point of view. If
the motion were regarded from a
shareholder's or an investor's point of
view, no doubt it would be passed;
but if regarded from the company's and
manager's point of view, one must con-
sider bow it would affect the management,

pthe working of the mine, and the general
body of shareholders. It was quite
possible that while professing to check
what appeared to be an evil, legislation of
this kind might really encourage it in
another form, It must be considered
whether, if such a provision obtained, it

i would be availed of by the bowa fide
investor and shareholder, or by the
speculator. It was probably the specu-
lator who took advantage of present
conditions, and who would take advani-
tage of the proposed new conditions; and
that might be done either to the advan-
tage of the shareholder or to his damage
and detriment, and to the injury of
the mine. It was not a one sided
question; and the principle should be
more thoroughly threshed out from
both sides before forming a definite
opinion. The discussion could do nothing
but good, because it directed attention to
a point of great importance; and whilst
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effect could not he given to the motion
without an amendment of the Goldfields
Act, still, when an amendment of that
statute was proposed, this debate would
doubtless bear good fruit. The motion
apparently dealt with gold-mining only.
If the principle should apply to gold
mining, why not extend it to copper, lead,
tin, and coal mining-to all sorts of
mining in which there was speculation in
shares. From that standpoint, he had
come to the conclusion that to-night the
hoitmember desired discussion more than
decision.

MR. MowoER: Adjourn the debate till
absent mining members could attend.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member
could do as he chose. To him (the
Premier) it seemed that in strictness the
object should be achieved in the articles
of association of mining companies. True,
he would no doubt be met by the argu-
ment that this would be contrar~y to the
wishes of the directors and managers of
the companies, who wished to have entire
control in their hands. He agreed it was
not right that directors should be able to
act arbitrarily as against the general body
of shareholders; but the principle of
company law was that the general body
in a measure controlled the directors, and
the shareholders could alter their articles
in order to give power to or withhold it
from the directors. If we were dealing
with directors of corporations who were
determined to act arbitrarily, then the
intervention of the Legislature might be
justified; but, speaking broadly, the
difficulty could be met by the shareholders
Of a Company making the necessary pro-
visions in the articles of association.

MR. MoNGER: Such provisions could
not in practice be made by existing com-
panies.

MR. OATS: Jt would be difficult to
establish a precedent.

THE PREMIER: If a shareholder, lie
should feel somewhat aggrieved if he
could not inspect his company's property
under reasonable restrictions, so as not to
interfere with the work of the mine ; but
had the present practice been abused, or
had it led to difficulties? In discussing
such a subject, one would expect to hear
some practical instances for the guidance
of the Hlouse; therefore such a motion
should not pass unless after exhaustive
discussion. Hon. members possessing the

desired knowledge should impart it to
those destitute of information.

MR. F. WALLACE (Mount Magnet):
The good intentions of the Pr-enmier were
no doubt appreciated by the House. As
a goldfields member, he complained of
the fact that in a debate on a motion
affecting mining interests we had heard
only one member, the member for Yilgarn
(Mr. Oats), who was looked upon as an
authority in matters pertaining to mining.
That hon. member had stated that the
law which the member for York (Mr.
Monger) desired to have introduced was
ini existence in Broken Hill, in South
Australia, and in Victoria. The member
for Hannans had informed the House
that inspection of mines by shareholders
was customary' in Victoria, and that he
himself had obtained orders to inspect
mines in which he held shares. The
Premier desired that the question should
be debated largely by goldfields represen-
tatives, of whom only two were absent.

MR. OATs: The principal one was
absent.

MR. WALLACE: If, however, the
members primarily concerned preferred
giving their time to the ref reshment-roomn
to giving it to the House, why should the
decision be deferredP He had noticed
that very few of the mining members
had made an attempt to get on their feet
before the Premier spoke, so that it did
not appear that many of them wished to
debate the subject. The legislation which
the member for York desired to introduce
was certainly liable to abuse; but be took
it that the hon. member's desire was that
mining in future should be conducted iii
a legitimate and honest way, and not in
the gambling fashion of the past. The
directors and the managers of legitimate
mines would have nothing to fear from
inspection. It had to be remembered,
however, that nine-tenths of mining
shareholders would know no more of a,
mine after going through it than before.
It was lpossible that the proposed
legislation might tend to hamper the
working of a property. Some mines
had a thousand local shareholders, some
of them holding only one share. The
Premier's suggestion that more time be
given to the consideration of the matter
RMh be accepted by the member for
York. The practical mining represen-
tatives should give the House the benefit
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of their experience, and state whether or
no, in their opinion, the proposed legis-
lation would tend to hamper wining
operations. As the motion appeared
to him, he was prepared to support
it.

MxR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): Before
the speech of the member for Mt. Magnet
(Mr. Wallaoce) was delivered, it had been
his intention to move the adjournment of
the debate, in order that other minintg
representatives might have opportunity
of being present when the question came
up. He had intended to propose the
adjournment mainly on account of the
extreme. fear expressed by the Premier,
that probably the House was taking a
leap in the dark. He did not think, how-
ever, that the views of other mining rep-
resentatives would differ greatly from
those aready expressed. He knew that
the member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas)
was at one with the mover of the motion
as to the desirability of inspection. The
custom of permitting the inspection of
mnines by shareholders had obtained for a
great many years in the Eastern States,
and it had not, so far as he was a-ware,
been challenged. It had, however, been
challenged in Western Australia., where
gold-mining, in man -y respects, was very
different from gold-mining in the East.
In the East the business was prosecuted
openly; here it was a secret affair carried
on. in the closest possible manner. Very
likely the proposed legislation was liable
to abuse, as every human operation was.
Openness was, of course, more liable to
abuse than secrecy. The gentlemen in
London who act as directors of 'Western
Australian mines, debarred shareholders
from getting information in order that
they themselves might always have the
first news. People living in Western
Australia had thus not the ghost of a
show with those gentlemen in Lon-
don. So much was this fact recog-
nised that it was rare to find a resident
of Western Australia holding scrip in
a West Australian mine. One effect
of this proposed la-w would be to de-
prive of their chief means of livelihood
a class of people whom hitherto West
Australians had delighted to honour-the
hundreds, if not thousands, of men who
make it a particular practice to get first
information concerning mines. It bad
been suggested by the Premier that pro b.

ably the mine managers would object to
the clause. That was not his opinion,
generally speaking. Nine-tenths of the
straight mine managers in this State
would welcome this legislation. The
House could pass the proposed law; but
would the Government have the courage
to enforce it ? The gentlemen in London
would declare that they would absolutely
refuse to allow shareholders to inspect
the mines. There would be deputations
waiting on our Agent-General in London
to toll him that if the law were enforced,
no more English capital would come into
such a barbarous State as Western Aus-
tralia. Notwithstanding, it was to be
hoped the proposed legislation would be
passed, and that the Minister for Mines
would enforce it. For his own part he
wished the member for York had some-
what extended the scope of his motion,
so as to allow of shareholders inspecting
mines under exemption. On the Kal-
goorlie field it was unfortunately the fact
that by far the great majority of mines
were under exemption. Not only did
shareholders in some companies lack an
opportunity of examining their mines-
they had not even the opportunity of
finding out where their mines are situated.
If they had the opportunity, there might
be a tendency to see that land leased for
mining purposes was used for those pur-
poses. In the Kalgoorlie district there
were about a dozen gold mines con-
staiitly and systematically worked, anld
another dozen being prospected and
fairly well and fairly honestly de-
veloped. Then there were about two
dozen mines fulfilling the labour condi-
tions by letting on tribute. These
represented about four dozen mines
altogether. AUl the rest of the ground,
absolutely without exception, was being
held either under exemption, or by
people who merely made a pretence of
acting up to the labour conditions. It
was his belief that these and other abuses
would be curtailed to a very large extent
if mining were made as open to inspection
as it possibly could be. Whatever
dangers might lurk in publicity, ten
thousand more dangers were to be
apprehended if mining continued to be
conducted in the fashion of a secret
society.

On motion by Mn. A. E. Tnons,
debate adjourned.

by Shareholders.[ASSEMBLY.]
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MOTION - PERTH COMMTONAGE, FEE
SIMPLE NOT TO B3E GRANTED.

Ma. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I beg to
move:

That, in the opinion of this House, the fee
simple of the public lands known as the Perth
Counonage should not be granted to the Perth
City Council by the Government.

I may briefly explain that the land known
as the Perth Commnonage comprises about
4,000 acres-slightly over, but I will speak
in round figures-lying between Subiaco
and the North Beach, and between the
North Perth Roads Hoard District and
Claremont. This is as near as I can
describe it. This large area of land was
granted in 1883 to the Perth Municipal
Council as a commnonage, and strictly for
commonage purposes, as far as I am able
to ascertain. At that time there were
only one or two towns in 'West Australia;
Perth itself was of comparatively small
size. This land was of no value whatever
from a State point of view, nor was there
ay idea, of the land becoming of value.
There were no municipalities between
Perth and Fremantle, and there was an
absence of population between the two
towns. This, therefore, accounts for the
fact that the land, which is a considerable
distance from Perth, was granted for the
purposes of a commonage, and so large
an area, made available for so slight a
purpose. Since that date the cornmonage
has been lying unused, but I can only
speak from actual, personal, knowledge
during the past few years, and during
the past few years I can assert positively
that the land has not been used by the
Perth City Council, or aniy other muni-
cipal body, or any other class of the
community. Lately, there must has been
some idea that this most valuable asset
had been given to the Perth City Council,
who have always recognised that there
was something worth having in the
Commnonage, although they had no use
for it. A few years ago a place called
Jolinrnt, comprising about 40 acres, for
some strong reason was cut out of the
Perth Commonage, having nothing around
it but the Commonage. The residents of
this place formed a cricket club; and
having a chance of participating in that
ground, and as there was no land within
the 40 acres of a class suitable for a
cricket pitc-h, and available for such a
use, the people of Joliinont applied to

the Perth Council for permission to lay
down a cricket pitch on a small portion
of this common. The Perth City Council
took the request into their serious con-
sideration, and having given it that
attention which the gravity of the case
demanded, the Perth City Council said
they could not afford the laud, and refused
permission for the Jolimont people to use
this little bit of ground for recreation
purposes; thus showing that although
the Perth Council had no particular use
for the Commonage, it served the same
purpose that a bone from which the
meat has absolutely been abstracted serves
sometimes with a dog-it is Sufficient to
stand over and guard and make use of, to
have a row with say other dog that comes
along. I have looked into the whole
question of this business, and have
endeavoured to find out the title on which
the ground is held at present. It has
been said by some of my friends in the
Perth City Council that the Perth Council
has really a title to the fee simple of the
land. This contention seems to have
been raised in 1892, as far as I can, ascer-
-tamn, for the first time. In 1892, at all
events, the question was raised whether
the Perth City Council had been granted
the fee-simple of that Commonage, and
the question was then referred to Mr.
Burt, the then Attorney General, and he
gave his decision on it on the 16th Sep-
temnber, 1892, as follows:

It would be impolitic to give the Council the
fee simple. Each municipality would ask for
the fee of the reserves in like manner.

That decision was communicated to the
Premier of the day, and, as a consequence,
the Perth City Council was refused the
fee simple of the land. Later the matter
seems to have again arisen, hut to have
been dropped on two or three occasions
without any great agitation. In 1900
the question was raised again with
more persistence, and the consequence
was that the question was referred to the
Lands Department, and the Surveyor
General was called on to make a report.
On the 10th April of last year that officer

*reported as follows:

At present I believe the Council make but
small use of this Commonage; but if it were
granted to them as an endowment, with power
to give long leases, it would be extensively
settled, and largely increase the revenues of
the city.
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This is the object of getting the fee
simple granted to the Perth Oity Council
as an endowment; to relieve the Perth
ratepayers of a portion of their rates at
the expense of the rest of the community
in Western Australia. The Under Secre-
tary for Lands in May, 1900. writing on
the same request, says.

The request is doubtless a large one, and
demands great consideration. If it is granted,
it will form a precedent for Fremnantle and
other towns to apply for similar concessions.

I trust that Fremantle will not take the
hint.

MR. GEoRGE: It will.
MR. DAGIJISH: I trust it will not.

I would not have read the minute if I
dreamt that Fremantle would do so.
The matter was passed on to the then
Minister for Lands (Mr, George Thros-
sell), who wrote as follows--

The issue of the C'rown grant of this large
area, to the City Council appears to me to be
an unwise step.
That was in 1900. The matter passed
from Mrt. Throsseli to Sir John Forrest,
the then Premier, under date 10th July,
1900, and he says:-

I think the present endowment reserve
could be cancelled by the Governor, if he
thought fit.
This is a strong point, and the Perth City,
Council claim they have an absolute
right to the Comnmonage as an endow-
ment.

MR. GERnon: Have they not?
MR. DAGISH: Sir John Forrest,

on 11th July, said they had not.
Mn. Gnonan;: He was mistaken.
MR. IDAGLISH : I am aware Sir John

Forrest is as likely to be mistaken as
anyone else; but I want to point out that
this statement, made on 11th July, 1900,
has been repeated. Subsequently the
matter was referred by Mr. Throssell to
the Under Secretary for Lands, with the
query as to whether there was any foun-
dation for the Premier's statement, and
the Under Secretary replied on 11th
July :-" "This is correct." Therefore,
that is an amount of confirmation, In
consequence of a number of applica-
tions by the Perth City Council, the
matter came before Sir John Forrest
in November, 1900, and he repeated the
statement that thle endowment can be
cancelled by the Governor, at any moment.

On 1st February it was again referred to
him, and he sai:-

The council should remember that the en-
dowment can be cancelled at any time.
Whether this be right or not I do not
know; but I want to impress upon the
House, at all events, that it establishes
a case for careful consideration into
the title on which the Commonage is held,
I feel this way: if the Perth City Council
have any rights, the House should
respect those rights. I am not at enmity
with the Perth City Council on the
subject. I am here to-night as a repre-
sentative of the people of the State, to
see that a fair deal is given them. If
the Perth City Council has a title, I am
quite prepared, as one member of the
House, to recognise the validity of the
title, and, if necessary, to support the
buying out of the Perth City Council, so
strongly do I believe the Rouse would be
acting unwisely in handing over so large
a portion of the public lands to anybody
whatever. I object to the handing over
of this land. It is improper to take a
la-rge area of Crown lands from the public
and hand it over to a section of the
public, whether it be a section limited by
place or class divisions. I contend that
the land should not be handed over to
any section of the people in any instance,
and it should not be handed over for the
purpose of improving the property of a
limited umber of the people. That was
really the purpose for which it is proposed
that the Commonage should be alienated,
I can understand the granting of money
to municipalities, even to large, thickly-
populated municipalities like Perth. If
we give away money, we give away what
belongs to the community of the present
day; but, if we give away land, we giveaway

ithat which those who come after us have
an equal claim to with ourselves. Look-
ing at it from that point of view, we have
no right to rob the taxpayers of th e future
for the benefit of the Perth City Council,
or the Perth city ratepayers It has been
laid down by the present Government, as
at rule, that no grant of money should be
made by the Government, or no promise

iof a grant should be made without con-
sulting the House. I want to see the pain-

*ciple affirmed to-night, by the carrying of
this motion, that the same rule should he
applied in the granting of Crown lands;
that a promise made by a Government

[ASSEMBLY.] Fee Simple,
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would be an improper one if it meant the
giving away of the public estate without
consulting Parliament. I say, if this
estate has been given away without the
consent of Parliament, a wrong has been
done. If a promise has been made, it is
open to question, and we are entitled to
decide whether it is right that a promise
given under wrong circumstances should
be fulfilled.

Ma. GEORGE: flOW are We to guard
against a similar decision being over-
ruled in the future?

MR. DAGLISH: I am not asking for
a decision by the Government, but by
Parliament.

MR. OsonErE: But a decision by Par-
liament now may be overruled by another
Parliament.

MR. DAGLISH: I do not understand
the point which the hon. member for the
Murray raises: there may be something
in it, but at the present time I cannot see
it at all. I have objected on principle to
the granting of this land to the Perth
city Council, but there are one or two
points of policy which I should like to
enumerate as justifying careful considera-
tion of the subject. First of all, every
other municipality is equally entitled to
an endowment with the Perth City
Council. If we are to endow Perth, we
should also endow every other muni-
cipality throughout the State.

A MEMBER: And a good thing too.
MR. DAGLISH: It would be a good

thing if you could find the funds for the
purpose. But this State has not the
Crown lands necessary to endow every
other municipality to the sme extent as
the Perth City Council; there are not-the
Crown lands of sufficient value to do it.
I want to point out another question of
policy.' On these 4,000 acres of land there
may be established, during the next ten or
twenty years, a population as great as that
of the city of Perth itself. The land is
certainly large enough to contain a popula-
tion as great as that of Perth. If this
land be handed over for all time to the
control of the Perth City Council, the
residents on the land will have no voice
whatever and no control whatever over
their affairs. I do not stand here as a
representative especially of Subiaco and
Leederville. I do not stand up to put
forward any plea on the ground of

localism. 1 want members to understand
that. I ask that the House shall consider
the broad question of principle, whether
the lands of the people are to be used for
the whole of the people; whether their
control is to remain in the hands of the
representatives of the people, or to be
handed over to a section. I have no
complaint in regard to the management
of the Perth City Council, and I do not
want to throw stones or any mud at that
body; but I ask that this land shall be
retained in the hands of the State; and
not only so, but I suggest it might be
advisable to throw this land open on
some such system as the permanent
leasing system, and try the operation of
the land nationalisation principle in a
place close at hand. Farther, we might
apply some portion of it to that system
of work-men's blocks for which the Land
Act already provides the power, but for
which at present in the vicinity of Perth
no land has been met with except this;
and it is now proposed that this shall at
once be made unavailable. I ask the
House to give their earnest consideration
to the matter, and I am satisfied that if
earnest, impartial, and careful consider-
ation be given to it, the House will say
that this land shall not pass from the
control of the people.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
I second the motion.

DR. O'CONNOR (Moore): I intend to
oppose this motion, because I think the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) is not
aware of the real facts of the case. It is
now some 18 or 19 years since this prop-
erty was endowed in the City Council.
It is not a "common," as the hon.
member calls it. An endowment is a
property intended to be vested per-
manently in some particular person or
body. I will quote from the deed of
his Excellency Sir Frederick Napier
Broome:

1, Frederick Napier Broome, Esquire, Com-
panion of the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and
Commander in Chief in and over the territory
of Western Australia and its dependencies.
etc., etc., do hereby, by virtue ad in exercise
of the powers and authorities in me vested by
the Land Regulation of 1882, reserve to Her
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, for the pur-
pose of a= endowment for the Municipal
Corporation of the City of Perth, all that piece
of land distinguished as 591.
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He says 591.k, as the hon. member has
informed the House. He also says:

And I do hereby order and direct that such
reserve shall vest in and be held by " The
Council and Burgesses of the City of Perth "
in trust for the purpses of an endowment for
the said Municipal Corporation.

THE PREMIER: For cominionage pur-
poses ?

D.E O'CONNOR:. No.
THaE PRE~xmE: Does it not say " Corn-

nmonage purposes"
On. O'CONNOR: It can-not be leased

without the permission of the Govern-
ment.

Mu. QUINLAN: It can be leased for
10 years, with the consent of the Governor.

DRu. O'CONNOR: This property has
been held by the city of Perth for a
number of years, and it has been admitted
on all hands that the property belongs to
the city.

THffE PREMIER: What did they do
with it?

DR. O'CONNOR: We shall do some-
thing with it later on. The Subiaco
Council, some sir or seven years ago,
admitted the right.

MR. H1. DAULrsH~: The Subiaco Council
were not in existence then.

Dn. O'CONNOR:- Well, three or four
years ago, the Suhiaco. Council acknow-
ledged this right, and applied to the Perth
City Council to get 7, 8, or 10 acres for a
play-ground; and that was given to
them. In addition to that, the City
Council fenced the property in, and until
recently it has been acknowledged by all
to be the property of the citizens.
Recently, some question was raised by the
late Government. They have been in
hope of getting possession of a large
portion of this land, and an agreement
was come to between the late Gov-
ermnent and the present City Council
that the City Council should give up
1,100 acres of this land, and have the
rest. A promise has been given by the
late Premier (Mr. Throssell), and I
will quote from his letter -

I am directed by the Hon. the Premier to
inform you that instructions have been given
for the issue of the Crown grant of that por-
tion of the reserve (591A.), containing 2,950
acres and coloured red on the tracing which
accompanied your letter under reply.

I think we can well call1 upon the Ministry
to oppose this particulair motion, for the

Address with which Parliament was
opened contains these words .

Obligations incurred by my late advisers will
be faithfully carried out by my present
Ministry.
I think this property belongs to the
citizens, and in my opinion the motion
should not be carried.

MR. J. MI. HOPKINS (Boulder): I do
not think it is altogether a fair thing to
expect members. of this Rouse to support
a mot-ion such as th is, inasm uch as we are
almost asked to express a legal opinion
upon a question of giving a title to the
Perth City Council. If this laud has
been vested in the Perth City Council,
they should get the title to it; but
they should not have power to dispose
of the property finally or absolutely.
To give them the right to lease the prop-
erty is, I think, perfectly right and just.
Oni the goldfields recently it has been the
rule to endow municipalities, and I
believe that in the Ilying out of new
towns it would be a good thing to set
aside a quarter of the territory as an
endowment to the municipalities. Take
the ease of Boulder alone, where two
'thousand ratepayers pay £8,000, or £4
per head per annum, in addition to the
amount they have to pay to the con-
solidated revenue. If by setting apart a
portion of the land in a new town the
people are able to reduce the local taxa-
tiun-and it is their settlement that
causes the land to eventually become
valuable-the introduction of such a
system will mean the establishment of a
principle which is good and justL and
likely, to stand the test of time.

MR. QUINLAN (Toodyay):; I am
well acquainted. with the facts in connec-
tion with this Commonage. T saw a copy
of the original document many years ago
in a safe in the City Council office, and
when the mnember for the Moore (Dr.
O'Connor) quoted the power giveu by the
late Sir Frederick B~roome, he forgot to
read a, little farther than he did. Had
he done so, it would perhaps have more
clearly put before the House the claim of
the Perth Municipal Council to this
Com-monage as an endowment. I will
read some of the words he used, to make
it clear

And I do hereby order and direct that such
reserve shall vest in and be held by " The City
Council and Burgesses of the City of Perth "

[ASSEMBLY.] Fee Simple.
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in trust for the purposes of an endowment for
the said municipal corporation, with power to
the aid municipal corporation, with the con-
sent of the Governor for the time being first
had and obtained, to let the sme or any part
thereof for any term not exceeding ten yeas
from the date of the lease, and during the
continuance of such reserve to receive the
rents and profits.

And so on. Not only is it so in writing,
but it has also been admitted by the fact
that whenever the Government wished to
utilise any port-ion of this land, they
applied to the council for permission to
do so. I may refer to the rifle rang,
which has been established so long, and
to a portion of the land which was fenced
in by the Agricultural Department for a
dep6t; and when the Subiaco Council
applied for a portion of the Comnmonage
for recreation purposes, the Subiaao
Council were referred to the City Council
of Perth, and the Government sent a
letter. Moreover there was, as my
friend the member for the Murray (Mr.
W. J. George) reminds me, a deputation.
'That clearly proves the council bad
established some claim, otherwise why
was it acknowledged by the Government,
and not only by the Government of the
past but under responsible government
too. It was always recognised that this
ground was to all intents and purposes
for the use of the people. Tt was not to
be disposed of except for such objects as
the people's recreation. An effort was
made a couple of years ago to construct
a line of tramway to North Beach, and
the council then found, when the request
was made for a. concession of some 50
years to establish a sanatorium and to
construct a line, that they could not grant
a lease for a longer period thani 10 years,
and even to grant that lease it was neces-
sary to obtaift theconsent of the Governor.
That gives rise to the question as to
the rights of the council. Correspond-
ence took place between the council and
the Government, and finally after a lot of
wrangling, it was agreed thiat the council
should forego its claim to about 1,100
acres and take the 2,900 acres then
offered. A letter was sent to the council
concluding the arrangement. A chne
of Government has taken place, and

alhuhtherewsapoiet carry out
the promise of thefomrGvnets
far that title has not yet reacd the ha
of the Perth City Council. The fact

remains, however, that in every quarter
the claim has been admitted by these
grants to people. The City Council have
given up 1,100 acres, and if munnic,-
palities such as Subiaco, Claremont, or
any other place wish to have a portion,
there is sufficient in the 1,100 acres to
grant some to them. The Perth Council
did grant to the municipality of Subiaco
some ten acres or thereabouts, and that
municipality has had it thee, four, or
five years. It has been cleared and
improved by that council, but neverthe-
less the action taken shows that there
was "no dog in the manger" policy.
The Perth Council agreed to let the
Subiaco Council have it for recreation
purposes. That was all it was given to
the council for, and the Subiaco Council
was not then in a position to make the
improvement necessary. The Subiaco
Council still enjoys that portion of the
ground, and no one interferes with it

pin any way. All the conditions imposed
Iin granting this cgncession were that the
gates should not be locked; in other
words it should not be taken away from
those people to whom it was actually
intended to be given. With regard to the
Jolirnont people, they required 40 acres
for recreation purposes. Perhaps the

*member for Subiaco thinks that 40 acres
may have been granted out of the Comn-
monage, but that is not so. It was a
private block held by an absentee; and

idisposed of a few years ago to the people
who now own it. Part of the delay in
the issue of the certificate relating to the
2,900 acres was due to the fact of the
council asking for about six chains width
of access to the 2,900 odd acres. That
probably hung up the matter until the
present Government came into office, and
the point has never been settled, although
it has faithfully been agreed that the
2,900 acres shall. be given to the City
Council. So far as I am concerned I am
prepared to say that with the issue

I of the title there should be a condi-
tion that the property shall not be

Iparted with except by leasing. I suppose
Ithat in the case of giving up the 1,100
acres, and having the Governor's consent,
it would not be necessary to stipulate
that the 1,100 acres shall not be disposed
of for any purpose other than that for
which it was originally given. That
question of six chains approach to the
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Commonage has not been settled yet,
and it is a question between the Govern-
ment and the council whether they should
grant six chains -width or three chains.
It was thought better to have a good
means of access to this 2,900 acres, in
case of extending the tramway system,
and also to come into line with a couple
of the approaches into Perth. These are
practically all the reasons, together with
the change of Government, for the delay
mn the issue of this grant; therefore I
hope the House will not pass this motion.
As the mover represents Subiaco, I
suppose it is part of his duty to endeavour
to get all he can for it.

MR. Ihanisn: I have not asked for
any-thing.

MR. QUILAN: The mover has
asked that the grant be Dot given to the
Perth Municipal Council; and I contend
that in good faith it cannot be given to
anybody else. It is a question of law;
and probably the Premier will agree with
other lawyers in Perth, who bold the
opinion that the City Council are entitled
to 4,000 acres without making any
compromise as regairds this 2,900 acres.
But the council, knowing that other
municipalities have sprung up in the
neighbourhood, have agreed to the com-.
promise I have mentioned; so there is no
selfishness so far as the City Council are
concerned : they are willing to meet the
case' fairly. However, let the Govern-
ment fix upon a certain area, and give
it to the council: let the council lease it
as they like, but by no means dispose of
it by sale. The suggestion has been
made that the Government, in issuing the
grant, might make a condition that the
block should not be cut up into less than
half-acres. With that I entirely agree;
because unfortunately blocks, particu-
larly about Subiaco, have been cut up too
minutely. There is no need to confine
people to small areas of ground, as has
been done in the past. I hope that the
House will realise that the City Council
axe not seeking anything unreasonable at
the hands of the. Government or the
country, but are only asking for what
belongs to the council. This motion to-
night may, perhaps, result in a squabble
between the two bodies; but seeing that
the land belongs to the City Council,
and that even on the maps ever
since 1883 - when that document I

have read was signed-it is so described,
I think that is a sufficient answer to the
arguments raised by the member for
Subiaco.

Hoe. G. THROSSELL (Northam): I
have to congratulate the member for
Subiaco on the way in which he presented
his case to the House. However, after the
explanation of the member for Toodyay
(Mr. Quinlan), it is quite clear the
Government of the day, if not the present
Government, axe pledged to give the City
Council 2,900 acres of land. While I
was Commissioner of Crown Lands, the
City Council appealed to me more than
once for a grant of the whole of the
4,000 acres. On reference to the records,
I found the land had been in their posses-
sion for 18 years, under a, deed signed by
the late Governor Broomne. I submitted
the matter to Sir John Forrest, the then
Premier, who knew all about the transac-
tion; and ultimately it was decided, in
Cabinet, that 2,900 acres of land were to
be granted in fee simple to the City
Council for ever, and 1,000 odd acres to
be retained by the State. Again and

againo the City Council have applied to
me fr a farther concession, and I resisted
them. I am at one with the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) as to the advis-
ableness of granting such areas for
working men's blocks and for similar
purposes; but I do not think such grants
of land should be subject to the sanction
of this House. The endowmentprinciple
is a good one. The hon. member says,
if this ground be granted to the council,
the endowment principle will be extended
to every municipality in the State. Why
should not these endowments be granted?
Especially will this argument have force
in regard to new townships. Why
should not town blocks be set aside as an
endowment for ever for the people.
bringing in an income to the municipality
with no loss to the Government? I
maintain the soundness of that principle.
And what does it matter, in a democratic
country like this, if we give over a
portion of the people's land to a sec-
tion of the people for the benefit of the

people for ever? I am immensely sur-
prised to hear any objection to that
principle. As a democrat, and I claim
to be a democrat, I recognised the endow-
ment principle right through my career
in the Lands Department; and by the
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late Government the principle was re-
cognised to be sound. We have pampered
municipalities with cash grants which
have very often been wasted; and if
we endow an outlying municipality with
so many town blocks, the municipal
authorities are interested in turning
those blocks to the very best advantage
for the benefit of the town, and that for
ever. The town of Kalgoorlie was, I
remember, endowed with 10 town blocks,
costing the Government, so to speak,
little or nothing, At that time those 10
endowment blocks, without any expendi-
ture on the part of the Government,
brought in an income of £4,000 per
annum to the municipality of Kalgoorlie;
and I think the member for Boulder
(Mr. J. M. Hopkins) can also bear me
out in saying that the endowment principle
has been extended to his municipality,
and with the, very best results. The
endowment principle has been carried on
in this city for years, and also with the
best results. But as to seeking the
sanction of Parliament to the granting
for such purposes of every paltry town
block we want to give away, I think such
a policy would be absurd. I was surprised
the other day to notice that the Premier
refused a deputation to give a block of
land for a hall. There is no better gift
to the people. What is the effect of
giving land for a hall? It stimulates
private enterprise; it induces people to
put their hands in their pockets to help
themselves, So I agree with the remarks
of my friend on the left (Mr. Quinlan):-
this land should be given, and given
freely. It is a cheeseparing policy to
save such blocks of land, instead of
giving them to municipalities; and I am

s urpr-ised to bear it advocated by such a
sound democrat as the member for
Subiaco. With regard to this endowment
of the City Council, possibly the Premier
will endeavour to show us a way out of
the difficulty. For my part, I think we
are pledged up to the hilt-and that
phrase is, I believe, a quotation-to give
the City Council 2,ObO acres, 'and to
retain about 1,000 acres for the benefit
of the people.

THE PREMLER (Hon. G. Leake):
There is no doubt that had there not
been aL change of Government, the grant
of this land would have issued. Those
papers engaged my attention very shortly

after I took office. I found that not only
the last speaker when lie was Premier,
but the previous 'Premier, Sir John
Forrest, had on one or two occasions
declared their intention of not granting
the land; then they changed their opinion
and said they would grant it; and now
we find the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Quinlan) says there is a promise binding
on the State to grant this land to the
Perth municipality. I know that as far
back as the early eighties there was, as
the member for the Moore (Dr. O'Connor)
has pointed out, some document signed
by the Governor-I think I had som1e-
thing to do with the preparation of it
when I was Crown Solicitor-giving the
City Council certain rights over this
reserve. But that was a reserve which,
if my recollection serves me rightly, was
for the purpose of a commonage.

DR. O'CONNOR: The document does
not say so.

TaE PREMIER: But you have not
seen all the papers. You will find that
on the maps of the environs of Perth,
that land is marked " Perth Commonage,"
and the endowment was by way of a corn -
tnonage - [The COLONIAL TREASURER:-
Hear, hear] -not by way of a grant in
fee simple. At that time such an idea, I
am certain, never entered the heads of
the Government. Do hon. members
believe for one moment that if, 20 years
ago, the Perth Municipality had hiad a
right to the freehold of these 4,000 acres,
they would not have insisted upon the
grant long ere this? Why, the suggestion
is monstrous. We know the avidity
with which certain persons get everything
they can. That is human nature: I am
a little bit that way myself, as I know.
I am perfectly certain that if I thought a
grant of 4,000 acres of land was within
my grasp, I should not wait 20 years -until
I had the title deed.

Ma. JAcony: At that time, the council
had a " tired " feeling.

THE PREMIER: The member for
Toodyny, who I know represents the
municipality, says they are entitled to
the absolute grant in fee simple of the
whole of this land. Well, from the
hurried perusal I have made of the papers,
I have come to the conclusion that they
are not; and I go farther, and say they
are not entitled to anything except the
commonage rights. I will admit that
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they undoubtedly have corn nonage rights
namely the right to graze, and so forth;
and theyv have a certain right to lease, as
it is called, but that is for grazing
.purposes only. I believe the City Council
obtained a right to cut wood and to
quarry stone wherever they could find it.

MR. GEORGE: They did it, anyhow,
some years ago.

THE PREMIER: I rather fancy the
question was some time ago raised in the
law courts; but whether there was a
judicial decision on the point, I do not
know. It is very well for the member
for Toodyay to say that the Government
are pledged to carry out the promises of
their predecessors. We have done that;
and I repeat it here that we will carry
out the promises of previous Govern-
nients, but only their legal and binding
promises. We have no power to give
away the public estate, either in land or in
money. That is the trouble; and I amn
]ooking at this for the moment perhaps
from a legal standpoint. But I would
ask hon. members not to allow the debate
on this question to close to-night; and
when I sit down, if some member
will move the adjournment of the debate,
I will undertake to have the papers on
the table at the next sitting of Parlia-
ment. I have written a minute on those
papers. Although I did not go exhaus-
tively into the subject, I wanted assistance
on one or two legal points; and I think
my last minute was to the Crown
Solicitor, asking him to give me a full
report upon the title to this land. But
I tell hon. members at once what is in
my mind. I do not say I am absolutely
right, but I think I am, in saying that
the title to this land is in the Crown.
The City Council have certain commonage,
rights, and only commonage rights, over
this big area.

MR. DIAMOND: They have power to
lease under certain conditions.

THE PREMIER: They have power to
lease, but it is very indefinite.

OPPOSITION MEMBER: Subject to the
consent of the Governor.

THE: PREMIER: Yes; but that power
to lease is Dot to grant leases in the
ordinary Sense: it is only to grant grazing
leases, commonage rights. I do not think
the power goes beyond that, and I think
the term of the lease is limited to ten
years.

Mn. HOPKINs: Are the commonage
rights in perpetuity ?

THE PREMIER: You have to look at
your title deed to know that. If hon.
members will allow me, 1 shall bring all
the papers bearing on this matter and
plane them on the table; I will also
endeavour to advise hon. members what
is the exact position. Once we are seised
of the exact position, we shall know how
we can best come to a proper conclusion
on thbis much-vexed question. I do not
want to 'keep anything back, and I desire
at once to express my own opinion-I do
not think this matter has yet been dis-
cussed. by Ministers as a body. My own
opinion is altogether against the grant of
the laud to the City Council. That is my

Own' opinion. I do not feel at all dis-
posed to grant either the 4,000 acres, or
even the 2,000 acres which the Council
say they are willing, to, accept. The
Crown has not tooomuch freehold in
the neighbourhood of Perth; and as
we extend our railway system and
so forth, we never know when we may
require large blocks of land for public
purposes; and the Government are as
much the trustees of the people as the
City Council are trustees for the citizens
of Perth. Ours, however, is a more com-
prehensive, a larger trust. If we can in
fairness grant to the City Council a
certain portion of this land by way of
endowment, and if the House advises it,
we shall do it. But the principle which
has been affirmed in this State is that the
public estate, once reserved, shall not be
cut np unless by the authority of Parlia-
ment. Consequently I shall positively
ief use to issue any title deed whatever to
anybody in respect to this land, unless I
have the authority of Parliament to do so.
That is the position I take up to-day. So
that it is no use trying to persuade me
that I am bound by the promises of my
predecessors to grant in fee simple the
whole of this block to the City Council.
I say at once I will not do it unless I
have got the authority of Parliament. If
Parliament tells mec to do it, of course I1
must do it; but I will not do it unless so
ordered, because I do not consider that
the promises made by my predecessors in
this paticular regard were, strictly Speak-
ing, within the law. I have spoken thus
plainly on the subject in order that
hon. members. may search through and



Perh Cmmoage (2 AUUST 191.] Domestic Servants. 675

examine the papers which I shall lay on
the table with the full knowledge of what
they ought to look for. They will conse-
quently, when they read the papers,
perceive a pretty clear-cut issue between
the City Council and the Government.
Ron. members will be able to pick out of
those papers every scratch of the pen
bearing on the point at issue. I trust
that with this explanation the House
will be able to sift the matter properly.
In any event, however, should a granit
of any portion of this land be made
to the municipality, I should strongly
advise Parliament carefully to define
the trust upon which the land is to be
held. The land must be held in trust
for the citizens of Perth, and not be
alienated or cut up and subdivided and
sold at the wili of the city councillors
for the time being. If the land is to be
held by the City Council, it must be held
in perpetuity, anid in trust for the benefit
of the citizens of Perth. If the trust is
of such a nature as to allow the council
to derive an income-even a. large income
-- from the laud, well so much the better
for the municipality ; because the circum-
stance of a municipality being well
endowed tends to relieve the Treasury.
There is no necessity for aninual endow-
ment of X1 for every £21 of -rates in the
case of well-endowved municipalities,
Hon. members must not think, from what
I have said, that I amn at all opposed to
the principle of endowment of munici-
palities. I think it a very good principle,
when laying out new towns, say in
mining districts, to set aside an area of
land paticularly for the endowment of
the municipality -- land which can be
leased by them, and built upon, and from
which they may derive a good income.

Mn. HOPKINs: Why limit it to mining
towns ?

THE PREMIER:- I do not. I only
use iningnc towns as an illustration. In
the case of any new townsite to be laid
out, I say, give the municipality a black
of lend which they can make use of, and
from which they can derive an income.

MIR. HOPKINS: That is right: treat
them all alike.

THE PREMtIER: Quite so. But of
course it is one thing to endow a new
town in that way, and quite another
thing to give to an old-established town
a block of land which has been enhanced

in value, not only by reason of the
growth of the municipality itself, but by
reason of the general advancement of the
whole State. In the latter case the
municipality are getting too big an
advantage altogether. If they can prove
that the enhanced value is by reason of
their efforts, well and good; but we
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the
value of land in the neighbourhood of
Perth has risen, not merely by reason of
the efforts of the council, but owing to
the fac t that the State has progressed
beyond the biggest expectations of twenty
years ago. I ask hon. members, there-
fore, not to form too hasty a conclusion
in this matter, either on what I say or
on what hon members opposite say.
When I place these papers on the table,
everybody will have an opportunity of
looking into them--everyvone will be able
to see the whole of the minutes. And
then, when the House has thoroughly
mastered the facts of the ease, we can
proceed to discuss it. I think it will be
found that if the municipality of Perth
want anything, they will really have to
ask Parliament for it. I do not think
if they rely on getting what they think-
they can demand, that what they get
will be worth much.

MR, F. WILSON (Perth): I think
the suggestion of the Premier, that we
should have these papers so that we may
fully inquire into the matter, is a good
one; but I may state that I am some-
what surprised that the Municipal Council
have not taken any steps to inform Perth
members on the question, seeing that the
motion was coming before the House. The
Perth members might interview the City
Council and see what their opinions arc.
I adopt the suggestion of the Premier,
and move the adjournment of the debate.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
adjourned.

MOTION-IMMIGRATION OF DOMESTIC
SERVANTS, NOT TO ASSIST.

MR. H. DAGIJISH (Subiaco):- I beg
to move:.

That, in the opinion of this House, no
farther sssistance should be given by the
Government to the introduction of immigrants
from Great Britain, for purposes of domestic
service.
I wish to mention that, as in the case of
the previous motion, I am taken some-
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what at a disadvantage to-night inasmuch
as I did not anticipate that my proposi-
tion would be considered to-night;
therefore I am not prepared to do full
justice to this proposition. There are
some who will possibly differ from me in
my main object in bringing this matter
forward. I am opposed to the principle
of the Government importing labour for
the benefit of any class of employers
under any circumstances whatever. Being
actuated partly by a desire to affirm
that principle, I have to point out that
the proposition, if carried, only limits
the places from which the Government
way import labour. The proposal
objects solely to the introduction of
domestic servants from Great Britain,
and does not in any way interfere with
their introduction, if so desired, from the
other States of Australia, In proposing
the motion, however, as I have in-
dicated, I wish to express my objection
to the introducetion of labour at Govern-
ment expense for the benefit of private
members of the community. I do not
think it is anky more right or justifiable,
because servants are scarce and the wages
of servants may chance to be high, for
the Government to interfere with the law
of supply and demand by introducing
domestic servants at the public expense,
than it would be for the Government, if
the number of carpenters were small and
the demuand for carpenters large and the
wages of carpenters high, to introduce
carpenters in order that the employers of
carpenters might get the benefit of an
increased supply of labour.

Mn. W. J. Gxonos: The introduction
of labour tends to the expansion of the
place.

Ma. DAGLISH: My friend the meni-
ber for the Murray (Mr. George) differs
from the member for Perth (Mr. Wilson)
and myvself on this occasion. We are
Avocates of private enterprise, and we
do not believe in spoon-feeding the coi-
=unity in every conceivable direction. I
-would allow my friend the member for
Perth some scope for private enterprise,
and there is certainly ample scope in the
introduction of domestic servants-that
is, in their introduction by the persons
who require them.

Mr. GEORGE:: If the Government
require men to do their work, cannot they
introduce them into the State ?

MR. DAGISH: No proposal of that
nature has yet been brought before the
House, and no such practice has been
initiated. There have been no periodical
introductions of bodies of men, either for
Government service or for any other
service. The practice of introducing
domestic servants has, however, existed
for years.

MR. GEoRGE:- I shall support the
motion. I only spoke because I wanted
information.

Ma, DAGLISH: I am very glad. of
may hon. friend's support, but I should
prefer it to be a quiet support while I am
speaking. The hon. member may make
ats much noise as he likes afterwards;
and I may say that if the hon. member
wants to make a noise, he can make
plenty. I desire to emphasise the fact
that I am objecting altogether to the
introduction of labour at Government
expense. Let those people who require
labour .hire it in the open market,
and in the ordinary fashion. We know
that when we, in the interests of labour,
speak in favour of such a thing as the
minimum wage, all sorts and conditions of
people tell us that we must not interfere
with the sacred law of supply and de-
mand. We know that there are objections
in all quarters to any cutting-in by the
Legislature between employer and em-
ployed; and we desire that the principle
recognised in one direction shall be re-
cognised in another. If it is wrong for
the State to interfere to raise wages when
they are low, then we say it is wrong for
the State to interfere to bring wages
down when they are high. The tendency
of the introduction of domestic servants
into this State is to bring down the wages
of domestic servants.

MR. GEORGE:- One cannot get the
servants, It is not a question of wages.

Ma. DAGLISH:. That is a point I was
coming to, but the hon. member in his
ardent desire to assist me has anticipated
it. The introducton of domestic iser-
vants. from Great Britain for years past
has been utterly ineffective, and the
spending of money in the introduction
of these girls means simply throwing it
away so far as the State is concerned.
As far as the people who require do-
mnestic. servants are concerned, wages
remain high. The State spends so much
a year with the object of bringing them
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down, but the object is not achieved.
Many people requiring servants apply to
the Government from time to time. If
these people have "1friends at court," they
manage occasionally to get a servant, but
only to find that after a little while the
servant they got requires as good 0on-
ditions as the local servant insists on
already; and quite right too. Or else
the employer finds that the girl has come
out because of a prior engagement, which
she has every desire and intention of
fulfilling on her arrival.

MR. GERGE:: A very good reason.
MR. DAGLISH: It is a good reason

indeed ; but I do not think it is for the
State to 11run " a matrimonial bureau, or
we might begin at home if we wished to do
so, and establish one for the local girls.
I want to point out that whereas a large
expenditure has been incurred without
success, a great deal of good might be
dlone by introducing at a much less cost
the families oif those men who are already
in the State, the families of men who are
sending away to the Eastern States large
sums of their earnings monthly, and the
State would then get the benefit not only
of a larger increase of population in pro-
portion to the money expended, but it
would make these men permanent settlers
here as well as their wives and families.
I contend that from the introduction of
these families there would be probably a
number of domestic servants. The fares
would be very low and the increase of
population would be far greater with the
same expenditure of money. I do not
wish to enlarge farther on the subject.
I have, in a. rough way, indicated many
points on which I rely. The member for
the Murray -and those who support the
motion will, no doubt, be able to say far
more in support of it than I have been
able to do. I beg to move the motion
standing in my name.

MR. W. J. GEORGE (Murray):- I beg
to second the motion. I agrTee with the
member for Subisco in m;any of the
reasons he has given, and I can assure
him that any interjletion I made was not
with the idea of disconcerting him, but
with the object of rendering assistance
and helping him to clear up points as he
went on. With regard to what the bon.
member requires as to the introduction
of domestic servants, I know a number
of my wile's friends who have been

desirous of obtaining, during the last 10
or 11 years, domestic servants who have
been brought here. I know the member
for Boulder does not desire to upset me:
he will agree with my views on the sub-
ject, Each of us desires, if we have the
means, that his wife shall have assistance
in her domestic duties. What I wish to
show is that assisted immigration might
at one time, and may in some cases now,
be justifiable for bringing domestic ser-
vanits to this State. It is intended that
the distribution of these servants should
be amongst those who will give them
decent homes and pay them fair wages.
A. number of persons in the State have
tried to obtain servants who have been
brought to the State by the Government,
but have not been able to do so, because
it would appear-it may not be correct,
but it is the opinion, and that opinion is
shared by a large number of ladies in the
State-that the servants are practically
ear-marked before they arrive on our
shores. There is a great demand for
domestic servants in the State, and there
can be no degradation in a young woman
accepting domestic service. The con-
ditions of domestic service in a number
of houses I am acquainted with are not
such as should cause a person accepting
that employment to feel that she is doing
other than entering on a service for which
she will be fairly paid, and where she will
be fairly looked after, and considered in a
measure a member of the household. It
is inseparable from a State like this,
where the mnale population for a number
of years has far exceeded the female
population, that the opportunities for
taking domestic servants has not been
great, because it is only natural that
a. woman should wish to become the
head of a household. Although I
cannot speak from the standpoint of a
woman, being a man I believe that it is
not considered to be an unworthy object
of ambition on the part of a mnember of
the female sex to attain the proud
position of wife and head of aL household.
That is the reason why domestic servants
have been and are difficult to obtain
at the present time. Whether having
attained that proud position they are as
well off as they otherwise would have
been is another matter. It reminds me
of a story whkch 1 believe a grandfather
of mine set afloat in Derbyshire. A
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servant in the employ of my grandfather
left her service to get married. My
grandfather met her twelve months after-
wards and said to her, " Are you
distressed ?" and she said, " Eb, sir, my
jaws are." That is the case with a great
many. With regard to the point men-
tioned by the member for Subiaco as to
the introduction of labour for the benefit
of private employers, I am. with him. If
employers want men from the other States,
or from ay other part of the world, they
ought to be able to pay for getting them .
Employers. ought not to want the Govern-
ment to subsidise them or assist them
in bringing men here. I think the time
has come when we should put our foot
down firmly in regard to the introduction
of any tlass of workmen. I made an
interjection with regard to Government
work, and the hon. mstmber, it appeared
to me, did not see the point quite cleaxly.
Assuming there is a certain demand for
labour, andi those required to carry out
that labour are few in number, the intro-
duction of labour from other places might
tend to reduce wages possibly. But if
the men who are here and have to carry
out certain work are not numerically
strong enough to carry out that work
so that the business of the State can
go on-I am not speaking of private
individuals, but of the business of the
State-has the work of the whole popula-
tion to stand still until ten or a, dozen,
or it may be 1,000, are able to do
the work? In that case it becomesaques-
tion whether the Government should not
meet that want. I say it would pay the
country to introduce those men and let us
get on with the work of the whole of the
people, rather than study the interests of
a few men. If the introduction of
additional men meant that wages'would
go down, and that those who are doing
the work would have their pay reduced
by it, I say do not introduce them-it
would be an unworthy act.

Mt. HopKINS: The Commonwealth
will deal with that.

Ms., GEORGE: Perhaps they may.
I say it would be an unworthy use of the
constitutional powers of the Government.
If for the purpose of carrying oat the
urgent work of the State it is desirable to
bring labour here, the Government may
be justified in doing so; but if such a
necessity arise, let it be brought before

Parliament, and let Parliament decide the
question. I am at one with the principle
of the motion. I have seconded it and
shall support it as far as I can.

Mw G. THEOSSELL (Northam): I
wish to address myself to the subject
from a standpoint different altogyether
from that taken by, last two members
who have spoken. I wish to show thatthe
introduction of females to this State has
been one of the best investments the
Government have made. Every female
arriving in this State at a cost to the
Government of £25 is worth a great deal
more to the country. The last speaker
said that the fenales brought here readily
get married. That is exactly what We
want them to do. When we look at the
disparity of the sexes in this State, when
we know that there are two men to every
woman, it its time that we tried to reduce
this disparity. In this large country we
have 180,000 persons and we desire to
settle these people in comfortable homes,
and we can best secure that end by
building up homes for these men with
good women who will make good wives
and mothers. That is the reason why I
strongly favour the introduction of re-
spectable women, and care should be taken
by the Government to see that the women
are well selected. Nothing but good can
come to the State by the introduction of
females, andc I venture to say that if five
years ago assistance had been given to
men in this State to bring over their
wives and families who were living in
the Eastern States, very many millions
would have been saved to this State.
Members are aware that on one occasion
we remitted something like one million
sterling in one year to the other States,
and saved those States from pauperism.
I feel very warmly on this subject. The
other day we had the Treasurer forbid-
ding the entry into the State of respect-
able Europeans unless they could write
in English, and now we have the hen.
member for Subiaco desiring to shut the
door on our own countrymen. What is
to become of our State if we do not
throw open our doors to welcome worthy
people here? We desire that -females

*should come here, say as servants, and
then speedily become wives and mothers
and heads of homes. What State of the
Commonwealth, I ask, offers opportuni-
ties greater than this State for respectable
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women and men to settle? However
muchi I honour the Labour members, I
deprecate their narrow views. We must
recognise throughout this State that it is
detrimental to the best interests of Aus-
tralia, to shut our doors to the introduction
of respectable men arid women, and I
hope the Labour members will take a
broader view of this question. We have
180,000 persons in this State which coin-
prises one-third of the continent, and the
country is starving for population and
female servants. The country has saved
a great deal of money by the introduction
of female servants. Instead of stopping
immigration, I say that £10,000 should
be placed on the Estimates for the assist-
ance of immigration. That is one of
my recommendations; I recommended it
before, and I amn sorry the vote was cut
down. I hope the vote will be much
increased this year, and that special
efforts will be made even by sending
missionaries to the other States and
throughout the world to induce people
to come here. If we are to suc-
ceed in building up this State, in the
name of common sense throw open our
doors to all outsiders, taking care that
we do not get the riffraff of other
communities. As regards the introduc-
tion of good and pure women, the result
cannot but be beneficial. I advise the
Government to spend money not only on
the introductiou of women but on the
introduction of men. We should try to
lessen the disparity in the sexes in the
State. I also advise the introduction
from the other States of the wives and
families of the men who are living here,
and to introduce from the continent of
Europe and other places good immigrants.
The State is starving for these people,
and we should use every effort to obtain
them. We should be wanting in our
duty to those around us, to the rest of
our country, if we adopted a narrow and
dog-in-the-mnanger policy, such as that
advocated in the motion introduced by
the member for Subiaco this evening.

How. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): I
must support the remarks of the mem-
ber for Northam with regard to this
matter, and oppose the motion. Before
I deal generally with the question, it
seems to me that the hon. member
in framing his motion has made it
apply to the prevention of farther

immigration from Great Britain only.
I understood some time ago the bon.
member, and those with him, opposed
the introduction of alien labour. There

is nothing, however, in this motion to
preven h introduction of people from
Germany and other places. The motion
applies to Great Britain, leaving Irelamd
alone. We notice from the remarks of
the hon. member he intended it not to
apply to the Eastern States. I am rather
in accord with him in regard to the intro-
duction of immigrants from the Eastern
States, if they could be brought here
without causing any jealousy on the part
of those States. This matter came up
some years ago, and it was felt by the
public and the Government that there
was a difficulty; that it meant we were
offering a premium to people who are
already located in another portion of
Australia. I think it would be most

Impolitic to allow the motion to remain as
It is, in regard to the reference to Great
Britain.

MR. H. DAGLISB : It says, " No farther
immigration."

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: Yes; but, after
all, it is most desirable that we should
assist people to come from Great Britain,
especially female immigrants who have
been alluded to by the hon. member, for the
reason that it means an addition to the
population of this country that is so mu cl
needed, and an effort could not be made
in a better direction. Therefore it would
be most injudicious at this stage to inter-
fere with the course that has been
adopted so long. Although there may be
instances where servants who have come
out under these arrangements have been
ear-marked, I may say that, after all,
these servants disperse among the people
of the country, and ultimately they
become a portion of the population of
Western Australia, which we are all
desirous of seeing increased; and if we
introduce immigrants as we have done
before, then I say we are doing a good
work indeed . I am sure the words of the
hon. member for Northam (Mr. Throssell)
must commend themselves to the House,
because the arrival of every person who
comes here must mean a farther increase
of the population. The system does not
cost this country very muchi, and although
I know the hon. member is advocating a
principle in urging that this system should
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not be continued, still be might very well
allow that principle to be held in abeynce
in this instance, and adhere to the arrange-
ments made in the past. I am opposed
to the motion, and if it be put to the vote,
I shall give my vote against it, if neces-
satry.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Ron. F. llliugworth): I rise to say that
the miost convenient time to discuss this
question- will be when the Annual Esti-
mates are before the House. While I
am on my feet I want to say the Govern-
ment in the past have not -neglected the
introduction from the Eastern States of
the families of men who are here, and the
Government have no intention to neglect
that. There has been an arrangemeut
in existence for some time; and if it is
not widely known, perhips it ought to be,
that the Government are prepared to
assist the families of men who are here,
The present arrangement is that if a man
is working on the gold-fields, for instance,
or in any other part of the State, and has
his wife and family in the Eastern;States,
be can apply to the Government, and the
Government will supply his family with
tickets by the steamship compainies, at a
much reduced rate compared with the
price at whjich the people themselves could
obtain them. In addition to that, the
Government will give these people the use
of the money for twelve mnths. without
interest. We ask them to repay the
money, for we do not desire to pauperise
the people, and, as I say, the people can
repay the money in that period.

MR. DoHmunn: You want a guarantee,
do you not?
THE COLONIA.L TREASURER: We

require some security, so that there shall
be a reasonable chance of getting the
money back. I may say, for the infor-
niation of hon. members, that the
Government have never failed to obtain
the money back, except in one instance,
where the guarantee -was by a member of
Parliament.
A MEMER: Did he pay
THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I

expect he was a, bit poor, and there was
no payment of members. I hope members
will make known the fact to which I have
called attention, because I think that on
the goldields it is not so well known as
it might lie.

A MEMER .R There is a general opinion
that it is only applicable to Government
servants.

THE CO lWNTAL TREASURER:
With regard to the last batch of female
immigrants, they were engaged in a few
hours, and every one of them was located
in Perth at l5s. or £1 a week.

MR. A. 3. DIA-moiD:- They were
secured before the ship arrived.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
think that is quite possible, and I believe
ladies in Perth and Fremantle have to
exercise diligence and put on speed to
secure one of those immigrants when
they arrive.
M. DonsnRr:. It is run by a distinct

crowd. A few get the immigrants, and
we do not.
Tan SPRAYER: Order!1
THE COLONIAL TREASURER: It

is a curious mode of debate, by which
one member addresses the House while
on his feet, and another member speaks
in his seat, with his legs hanging over
the seat. It is a new phase of parlia-
mentary debate, and I hope the House
appreciates it to its full extent; but,
personally, it is a little inconvenient.
Still, it does not disturb us.

Mn. DOH.ERTY: I give you some infor-
mation.

THE SPEAKER: Order!1
THE GOLONIALTREASURER: Even

if these servant girls are secured by persons
shrewd enough to make application, that
proves there is considerable deniand for
the article, and T think that if mnembers
will go back to their own experience they
will find it exceedingly difficult to provide
their homes with that amount of assistance
necessary. There is one thing I think
ought to besaid. As far as Perthand Fr-
mantle are concerned, and all parts of this
country, I believe many wives are suffer-
ing from want of help, and that families
have been injured, mothers have been
injured, because they could not get the
assistance necessary for their homes.
This is a subject to which we should give
some consideration. Does the hon.
member believe in the eight-hour system?
It is a little too bad to hare wives work-
ing sixteen hours a day, because it is
utterly impossible, at any price, to get the
help needed. If we can get respectable
females to come to this country, we should
do so. We want the State to be built

Domeshe Servaula.[ASSE-MBLY.)
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up, as has been suggested. flow far it
is advisable to use State funds to increase

the population, is for Parliament to
say , but it seems to me that the most
suitable time for Parliament t3 discuss
the whole question will be when the
Estimates are before the House, and when
the vote is being taken, and then if it is
not the opinion of the House that it is
desirable to spend money in this particu-
lar direction, members can move to have
the vote struck out. I simply rose to
say that would be a better time than the
present to discuss the question.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): While
agreeing with the Colonial Treasurer
that it would be better for us to discuss
the question when the Estimates are
before the House, I should like to say a
few words. First, I feel glad the Colonial
Treasurer has seized the opportunity of
making public this information about

encouraging the immigration of wives and
families of residents here, from other
parts of Australia, and I believe its pub-
lication will be taken advantage of. I
wish to say a word or two upon what was
said by the previous speaker. The leader
of the Opposition (Hon. F. H. Piesse)
made a curious remark which I could not
understand, and it puzzles me still.
He said the member for Subiaco only
brought forward this motion as a matter

of principle. What he means by "1prin-
ciple" I cannot for the life of me imagine.
I have understood that all the principles
we have are those educed from experi-
ence. Therefore, if the hon. member has
that idea, why does he not ask us to judge
from our experience as to whether what
has hitherto gone on is satisfactory or
not? A strange thing is that three or
four gentlemen who have spoken here
to-night, and have apparently supported
the present, system, one and all declare
that the existing system is in no way of a
satisfactory nature. In fact, the present
system has been pointed out as being of
an exceptionally unsatisfactory nature.
The last speaker (the Colonial Treasurer)
tells us the objection to the present system
is that the country is put to very con-
siderable expense for the benefit of a few
ladies residing in Perth and Fremantle,
and that the ladies in other parts of the
State, who probably feel the want of
domestic assistance just as much as those
ladies, are not particularly benefited.

That has been the case in the past, and I
ask gentlemen who pay any attention
whatever to experience, if we should con-
tinue this practice. One or two specious
reasons have been given for its continu-
ance, one being that it assists in popu-
lating the country. But surely that is
not the best system. One other alterna-
tive was referred to, that being the
introduction of wives and families from
the East. Surely gentlemen who think
on the question for a few minutes will
agree that if we can afford to bring a vast
number of the wives and children of the
workers into West Australia, we shall, by
so doing, bring about a large increase of
population. I do not think it will be
to our -advantage if we assist partic-
larly this special class, and more especi-
ally when the universal opinion is that
the present system is not satisfactory.
Emphasis has been laid on the fact that
in this country domestic servants are
scarce. But surely that is not a peculi-
arity of this country :they are scarce
everywhere. Take up any English paper
dealing with this subject, and vou will
find that in every part of England there
is the same cry " ,Domestic servants are
not procurable." It shows there is very
great reluctance on the part of any large
portion of the population to enter domestic
service. It has been said in this debate
that to import immigrants from other
parts of Australia would create jealousy;
that we should be robbing the population
of the East of desirable persons. But
does not the same argument apply to
Great BritainP Cannot the leader of
the Opposition (Hon. F. ff. Piesse) see in
what position he is ? He respects the
jealous feelings of the people in the East,
and yet is willing to do his best to rob
the housewives of England of a very
much needed service.

HON. F. H. PIEaSE : What I meant
was that an organised system of immi-
gration from the East would be opposed.

MR. HASTIE :Very probably it
would ; and if we import a desirable
class of the inhabitants of Great Britain,
that country will very soon oppose the
system the hon. member supports.

Hoca. F. H. Pinssu: Nothing of the
kind.

MR. HASTIE: I shall not farther
discuss the question at the present
moment ; but I trust the House will
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refuse to vote any more of the counrtry's
funds to support the immigration of
servants, when we have an opportunity
of assisting the immigration of the wives
and families of our fellow-workmen at a
much smaller expense.

Mu. A. J. DIA-MOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I heartily support this motion.
I have lived in Fremantle the greater
part of 15 years, and the working of this
system baa come under my practical
observation. I do not speak feelingly,
because the lady who controls the destinies
of my household has never troubled the
imigration department at Fremantle.
The system as it has been carried out
is one of continual abuses. The female
immigration department at Fremantle-
the "home "-is a portion of the old
barracks in South Terrace. It is sur-
rounded by a wall. The Colonial Treasurer
told us a, little while ago that the last
cargo of female servants arrived at half-
past 11 in the morning, and were all
engaged by hall-past 8 in the evening.
There is a very good reason why ; because
there has been so much difficulty in
keeping them in the home. I speak
advisedly when I say that on the top of
this Stone wall the authorities have had
to erect a paling fence about 12 or 15
feet high. I beg to assure the House
this is a positive fact. Another thing:
the lady who, for years past, has had the
monopoly of bringing out these girls, who
engages them in England and accomnpanies
them on the voyage to Fremantle,
apparently books the servants for her
lady friends in Perth while the girls are
on the passage.

MR. GEORGE: Which ladies " sack"
their servants in anticipation.

MR. DIAMOND: They Sack their
servants in anlticip~ationl; and the chances
which other ladies requiring servants have
of getting any are almost ail. And so
well is that known in Fremantle, that the
member for Kanowna, (Mr. Hastie) very
wisely left Fremantle out of his remarks.
As a rule, the greater number of the
imported servants go to Perth, Claremont,
Subiaco, etcetera.

ME. DOHERTY: Not to Claremont.
Claremont is not in it.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND: After years of
study, I am of opinion that the whole
principle is rotten. If I want a clerk for

my office and cannot find one in Western
Australia, I do not go whining cap-in-
hand to the Treasurer to ask for the
passage-money of a clerk f rom. Melbourne,
Adelaide, or Sydney. I get a clerk over
and pyhis passage. If the ladies in

Pe I oray other part of Western Aus-
tralia, desire to get servant girls from
England, then in heaven's name let these
send for them and pay their passages. I
say the whole system is a standing shame,
and should be dlone away with; and I
am much surprised to hear the Treasurer
to-night virtually stating that he will
place this sum on the Estimates. If he
does so, I will assist the member for
Subiaco to fight it to the bitter end.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
system exists in the other States, also.

AIR. A. J. DIAMOND: The question
of the other States does not trouble me in
the least. The matter of bringing over
the wives and children of the men who
are already settled in this State should
receive the support of every member in
this Rouse. But even if in addition to
that we wished to take a desirable popu-

laton from the other States, and the
other States felt sore on the subject, I do
not see why that should trouble hon.
members at all; because we do not receive
very much consideration from the other
States: witness the nature of the remarks
frequently made by hon. members in the
two Rouses of the Federal Parliament.
We receive from them very little con-
sideration. indeed; and we may expect to
receive less, or I am very much mistaken.
And for us to trouble ourselves as to
what the other States would think, sup-
posing Western Australia found it desir-
able to ask some of their farmers to come
over here, or to bring over at our expense
the wives and children of men settled in
this State, is to my mind altogether
Unnecessary. I am now and always have
been opposed to this female immigration;
and I would respectfully suggest that the
Treasurer, when be brings up his Esti-
mates, instead of inserting a vote for
female immigration, call it a fund to
subsidise the matron who brings these
girls to the State. The system is one
that should not be tolerated in any
respectable community. I support the
motion; and if this matter come forward
on the Estimates, I will fight it out to the
bitter end.
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MR. J. L. NANSON (Murcliison):
The mover has used the argument that
this system of immigration has failed to
lessen the scarcity of domestic servants.
To my mind, it is precisely for that
reason that the system should be con-
tinued. If the hon. member bad been
able to prove that the introduction of
these women caused undue competition,
or any competition at all worth speaking
of in the labour market, so as to affect
domestic servants, I think we should
all unite in opposing it. But as the
member for Northam (Mr. Throssell)
made clear, it is a question not so
much of importing servants as of im-
porting wives, or, at any rate, of import-
ing prospective wives. Those girls who
are brought out here for the most part
remain but a very short time in domestic
service. They very soon enter the hon-
ourable state of matrimony, and in that
way add to the wealth of the community.
There can be no question that in th~e
interests of the State we want more
women here. To have the male popula-
tion of a country very largely in excess
of the female population constitutes a
great social danger. In the State of
Victoria at the present time, I believe the
female population is greatly in excess of
the male. In this State a, contrary con-
dition of affairs prevails; and while the
male population is so largely in excess of
the female here, I shall continue to sup-
port any system that will remove the
disparity between the sexes. I shall
oppose this motion.

HoN. W. H. JAMES (Minister): The
speeches that have been delivered appear
to be addressed to the principle involved
in the introduction of female immigrants.
Most of the speakers objected to their
introduction on any terms, and the sug-
gestion is that if we desire to increase
our population by adding to the number
of females here, we should do so by the
importation of the wives and families of
men who are already settled in this State.
If we adopt that broad principle, I say
there is no ground at all upon which
those who oppose this motion can stand.
Noine of us can shut our eyes to the fact
that in this State we do need, and need
urgently,&a large increase in the female
population. As the member for the
Murray (Mr. George) put it, if by immi-
gration we introduced to this State labour

which camne into unfair competition with
people who are here now, then I think
there would be good reason for object-
ing to immigration. But where we
find, as in this present case, that the
immigration which has been going oA for
years past has not diminished the price
of domestic labour, but that, on the con-
trary, domestic service is more highly
paid than it has ever been before, then,
apparently, the more we increase immi-
gration, the higher must be the rate of
pay; and I am at a loss to understand
what reasons can be advanced by those
who bring forward this motion. Do we
or do we not want population ? No one
will suggest we do not want it, or that
we do wrong in going to the old country
for our supply. No one will contend tha~t
this population which comes to us is
undesirable because of its breed, or
becaure it unduly congests the labour
market. On the other hand, every mem-
ber mnst admit that it is immigration of
a kind of which this State is in very
urgent need; and even if we look at it
quite apart from the demand of the State
for an increased female population-if we
look at it from the narrow point of view
of the need for domestic servats-I say
there is a crying need for a much larger
importation of these than we at present
obtain. I hope bon. members who Sup-
port this motion will take my word, as
having priactical experience, that it is now
extremely difficult to get girls for domestic
service. Girls will ask for their X1 a
week; and employers pay them X1 a
week, only to find, after a month or two,
that the girls can do absolutely nothing.

MR. GEORGE: Not even take the XI
a week ?

HON. W. J. JAMES: Well, they do
take their £21 a week with very good
grace; but I think such a state of affairs
is very Undesirable. The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) is a single man,
and so is the leader of the Labour party
(Mr. Hastie).

MR. DAGLISH: IS the hon. member
sure of his facts?

How. W. H. JAMES: Well, the hon.
member always looks so handsome and
well-fed that he cannot be married. I
venture to think the hon. member has
brought up this motion as a pure fad.
There is not a person in this State to-day
who has seen the labour market preju-
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diced by the introduction of these
immigrants. There is no class of the
community which can object to the
importation of female immigrants-I am
dealing with this question on principle
and on principle only-whilst every class
recognises the urgent need of introducing
Still. larger numbers of -women. So
urgently is that necessity recognised by
the members for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish )
and Kanowna, (Mr. Hastie), that they
urge upon the Government the need of
introducing the wives and families -of
men who are here; and surely if they
justify that because we need population,
on the same principle we can justify the
importation of domestic servants. There-
fore, on principle, I venture to think there
is no justification at all for this motion.
On the other hand, I am apt to think it
may be characterised, and very fairly
characterised, as being dlue to a very
narrow and undesirable spirit. For this
reason: it is apt to leave the suggestion
-it may be a, suggestion not warranted
by the facts-that you want to keep out
everybody you possibly can: that you
want to erect a. high fence around Aus-
tralia.

A MEMBER: That is it.
How. W. H. JAMES: I say it is

keeping out people: that is the sugges-
tion. We want population, admittedly;
we want female population, admittedly.
It is proposed that we should get our
female population from the Eastern
States, and in that proposal the whole
principle is admitted. This question has
also to be dealt with as a practical
question. If we simply rely on getting
our domestic servants from the Eastern
States, paying them by way of bonus only
half of what it costs to bring them ou t
from England, to my mind, we just buy
them a. return ticket, of which they
would avail themselves inside of twelve
months. But those members who think
the system at present adopted is a bad
one have my entire support. These
immigrants at present are imported-I
Say so advisedly-for the sole benefit of
about three people in Perth. It is entirely
wrong that when these immigrants arrive
the best of them should be known to a
few ladies, and these best servants
engaged long before the public have a
chance of bidding for them. I am glad
to see the Colonial Treasurer-

Tan CoLotri TREASURER: The last lot
were all engaged on the day they arrived.

flOw. W. H. JAMES: We do not
mund that, if they were engaged on fair
and equal terms. But that is not the
question. I am glad that the Colonial
Treasurer's attention has been called to
this evil, for it is one that wants remedy-
ing, and he is the man to remedy it.
When immigrants are brought out for
the purpose of being engaged, their testi-
monials ought to be open to inspection
for a day or two prior to their arrival;
and then let people go and hire them,
Do not allow half a dozen or twenty or
thirty women to be struggling outside
the door in the endeavour to get in to
engage a, servant. My wife happened to
be one of those struggling, once or
twice.

THE COLONI1AL TREASURER: The last
lot of girls were engaged before the ship
arrived.

HON. W. RL. JAMES: I want to point
out these facts to the Colonial Treasurer;
and he ought not to gloat over them, or
laugth about them: he ought to be
ashamed of them.

A MEMBER: He is looking ashamed.
How. W. H. JAMES:- We should not

have a system by which 30 or 40 women
are left struggling at the front door, while
three or four favoured women go in at
the back door and get the best servants.

A MEMBER: You must have been there.
Tun COLONIAL TREASURER: It Shows

the demand.
How. W. H. JAMES: It may show

the demand. Let the demand be what it
may, but let it be satisfied in a fair
manner. Do not let a few people think
that they can control the whole of this
immigration vote. Why could not a
system be arrived at by which the testi-
monials of the girls may be open for
inspection a few days before their arrival,
and by which the girls may be engaged.
later on ? Do not let them be engaged
immediately on arrival: let them stop for
a, day or two, and let them go to the persons
who offer them the best price. Those are
fair and legitimate terms. The fact that
these abuses exist justifies the very severe
criticisms which have been passed in this
House on the defects of the present
system. I also venture to think that the
person in charge of the selection of the
immigrants in London wants a holiday,
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MR. W. J. GEORGE: Without pay.
Hox. W. H. JAMES: Without pay-

"suspension." Because it really cannot
be maintained that the present condition
of affairs is unavoidable-that whomever
we may appoint to select the girls, we
shall get the same class of immigrants as
we get now. Surely the limited number
of girls now imported into this State and
the means available for those who select
them in the old country, ought to result
in the selection of a very much better
class than we get now. If the matter
mropped up in another connection one
would say at once that the person in
charge of the work was not discharging
his duty satisfactorily. But absolutely
no comnplaint seems to be made here.
The endeavour seems to be not to get
girls suitable, for service, but to get a
certain number of immigrants to go by a
certain boat. These are defects that
require to be remedied. Whilst I agree
entirely with this object, and strongly
protest against the present system as
grossly unfair to the State in every way,
yet I cannot agree with the motion,
which I think is based on a bad prin-
ciple. Instead of limiting the number of
female immigrants, we ought on the con-
trary to increase it as much as possible.
The more population we can bring to this
State the greater benefit to the State, not
alone in the supply of domestic servants
but in regard to the general population
of which it stands in need.

MR. F. CONNOR (East Kimberley):
I have not much to say on the subject.
I intend to support the motion, and for
one reason only, and that is the class of
girls brought to this country under the
present system. I am prepared to hear
any suggestion that may be made before
I vote for the motion; but I really
do think that the present system of
immigration is against the best interests
of the country. I am not speaking of
the girls as a whole. No doubt many of
them are very good girls. As a class,
however, their introduction is certainly
not to the advantage of the country.
-Unless the selection can be made by sonme
person who will have the interests of the
State at heart a little more, we are simpl y
wasting money 'in bringing such a class
of people out. I wish it to be understood
that I do not make these remarks con-

cerning the whole of the girls, but merely
in a general way.

MR. T. F. QUINLAN (Toodyay): I
rise to support the motion, mainly for
the purpose of again emphasising in the
presence of hon. mnembhers the seriousness
of the state of affairs which has been
already alluded to by the member for
East Perth (Ron. W. H. James)-the
abuses which exist in the present method
of immigration. I know for a fact that
in a number of instances girls have had
their passages paid out here, have stayed
a. mionth in one case within my own know-
ledge, in other cases for a very slightly
longer term, and then have gone off to
the other States. TPhis after we had paid
their passages out here. The system is
one which might be improved to some
extent, and the abuses in regard to the
method of engagement might be remedied.
This latter point has already been referred
to by several members. The girls are
practically engaged before they land here.
Certain people have the opportunity of
availing themselves of their services,
whilst others are debarred from engaging
them. I know 61 an instance where a
lady attended a meeting at which these
girls were assembled, and addressed them
to the following effect: " If you are not
satisfied with your places, j ust say so, and
I will find you others." I know of one
girl who had a first-class place and was
getting first-class wages. This girl took
the opportunity of telling her mistress on
the morning after the meeting in question
that she preferred another place; and
she had only arrived the day previous.
Altogether too much influence is brought
to bear on the girls by persons who have
nothing in view but to serve some friend
who wishes to obtain a servant. The hon.
member who introduced the subject
would meet with my views more if be
would accept a suggestion from me, and
that is to amend his motion so that it
would read:

That in the opinion of this House, farther
assistance be given by the Government to the
introduction of immigrant families.

Instances have come under my knowledge
where families have offered, if they got a
little assistance, to come to the State. I
mentioned the subject to the late Premier,
Sir John Forrest, on a couple of occasions.
There was one case where a widow with
seven sons would have come to the State
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bad the least encouragement, in the shape
of monetary assistance been given.

A 1W EmtER: Where did they propose
to come f rom ?

Mn. QUINLAN: From Scotland. I
put the matter before the Premier, and
he appeared to think that he had not the
power to offer any assistance in that
direction.

THE; COLONIAL Tnn~snnnR You put
it before me, and I will find the power.

MR. QUINLAN: On another occasion
I put a case before the late Colonial
Secretary, my friend Mr. Randell. I
wrote him a letter, to which I did not even
receive an answer. I know the letter
must have escaped his notice, because he
is not the man to treat me or any other
person in that manner. This was an
occasion on which a family of nine-
husband, wife, and children-were willing
to come here if they received the least
possible assistance firm the Government.

THE COLONIAL TRAsurtm: They can
get it any day they like.

A MEMDEIL: Were these coming from
Scotland, too ?

MR. QUINLAN: No;i from Ireland.
THE COLONIAL TREAsuRER: Send the

application along.
ME. QUINLAN: The system of intro-

ducing these girls has been abused-
abuased is scarcely the term for it. One
reason why domestic servants are so hard
to get in my opinion-and I will take
the opportunity of saying it-is the
encouragement given to girls acting as
barmaids. If the Government would take
some steps to prevent thle employment of
girls as barmaids, there would he more
domestic servants available. I know
there are many good girls employed as
barmaids even now in Perth, but f know
too well the dangers which attach to the
position, and I think it would be well if
the Government moved in the direction
suggested. That would at one stroke
provide a remedy for the scarcity of
domestic servants, and do good by pre-
venting the employment of girls in a
capacity which cannot he considered a
proper one for them, I hope the member
for Subiaco wvill see fit to adopt my
suggestion. If not Ishall move an amend-
ment to give effect to what I before
suggested:~--

That all the words after "House," in the
first line, be struck out, and the words

" "farther assistance be given by the Govern-
ment to the introduction of immigrant
families" be inserted in lieu.

POINT OF ORDER.

MR . HopKiNs: I rise to a point of
order. I wish to draw your attention,
Mr. Speaker, to Part V. of the Act
defining the powers of the Common-
wealth Parliament. Section 51 provides :

The Parliament shall, subject to this Con-
stitution, have power to make laws for the
peace, order, and good government of the
Comm;onwe'alth with respect to....
XXVfl-Imimigration and emigration.
In view of this, is the discussion in
order?

THE SPEAKER: The Commonwealth
Parliament has power to deal with the
subject, but this Parliament can also

*deal with the question.
Mn. GEORGE: We have hiot given up

all our powers.

DEBATE RESUMED.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
would like to make an explanation, if I

Imay do so. I think the House ought to
know that we are continually assistin~g
families to come out from England by
paying their passages. It is quite within
the power of the Government to do so.
On several occasions, only during the last
few weeks, we have assisted large
families to come out. That is the
principal thing which the Immnigration
Act is for.

MR. GEORGE: Is that dlone in the
*other States ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: No.
MR. F. WILSON (Perth): I have

pleasure iu seconding the amendment,
because I am certainly in favour of
extending the system of assisted immi-
gration. I think that those hon. members
who have supported the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) in his motion
have done so principally on the ground
that the present system has worked
unsatisfactorily. It appears to me, from
the remarks of the Minister without
portfolio, (Ron. W. H. James), that this
system ought to be altered, and altered
quickly. The remedy lies in the hands
of Ministers themselves. The Colonial
Treasurer has now control of the system,
and surely he need not interfere with the
principle when only the system is at fault.
The mover has argued that immigration
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from Great Britain should be prohibited
altogether, and that we should at the
same time extend assistance to immi-
grants from other States, the wives and
families of men already located here. If
the principle of assisted immigration
from the other States is a good one, we
could not pass a, motion of this sort which
will condemn the principle of assisted
immigration from Great Britain. If one
is beneficial to tbe State, the other ought
also to be beneficial. 'It ought to be
extended on broader lines than in the way
the hon. member wishes. He seemed to
imply that the object of assisted immi-
gration, as far as Western Australia is
concerned, is simply to lower wages. I
leave it to the House to say whether
there can be any contention on sound
grounds of that description. We want
population in Western Australia to
advance the whole country. We do not
care whether we get it from the Eastern
States, or from Great Britain, or other
desirable countries. Let us by all means
extend the system of assisted immigration
so that we can increase our population,
and thereby increase our employing
capacity, because each female in this
State who leaves her service and becomes
the head of a family will in her turn
becom~e an employer, extend the market,
and assist to keep up the wages. The
system which has worked, I believe, fairly
well in Queensland for many years may
well be adopted here, and I gather,
although I was not aware of the fact,
from the remarks of the Colonial Trea-
surer, that this system has to some
extent been adopted in this State, the
nomination system. Take for instance
a man settled in Western Australia:
he has some relatives in the old
country or elsewhere, and he wishes
to bring them out here to join with him
in his pursuits, be they farming, indus-
trial, or any other pursuit. He nominates
his people as assisted immigrants, and I
think for the nominal. fee of X1 per head
he can get them brought to the State on
the understanding that the immigrants
guarantee to remain a certain timue in the
State.

A MEMBER: Is that so?
MR. WILSON: That is so in Queens-

land: the system was carried out when I
lived there, and worked exceedingly well, I
believe. Of course, the system is abused

to some extent, and I know, as a fact,
that female servants have been imported
into Queensland on undertaking not to
leave the country for six months. Ser-
vants have left the State under some
temptation of better employment to go to
friends in the southern States of New
South Wales and Victoria, and I know
that these girls have been brought back
and punished for breaking their contract.
A similar system might he adopted in
this State with good result. T join issue
with the member for Subiaco (Mr. Dlag-
lish), when he thinks he can divide a
principle of this sort and refuse to admit
a girl from the old country, but will
absolutely open the door of assisted immi-
gration to the women and children of the
Eastern States. The question before us
now is as to whether we shall have assisted
immigration or not. If we are going to
close the door entirely to assisted immi-
gration we must do* it to all kinds of
immigrants, and not to one class only.
For my part, I should extend immigra-
tion even to, say, carpeters-a class of
men the hon, member referred to. If the
State requires a number of carpenters,
or a number of miners if you like,
or farm labourers, if the industries of
a State are languishing because labour
is -not available, it is the duty of the
Government, and certainly the right
of Parliament, to expend some portion of
the State's wealth in obtaining labour
from the want of which the State is
suffering. That is the position that has
helped to build up other parts of the
Empire; it has helped to build up
Canada, as I a-m rem inded, -to a remark-
able degree of success; it has helped to
build up the other States of this great
Commonwealth; and I hope the House
to-night will by a large majority refuse
to pass the motion which the member for
Subiaco, from his narrow-minded stand-
point, places beore the House. I sup-
port the amendment: it goes some part
of the way in which I wish to see legisla-
Lion; but as far as the original mnotion
is concerned, I repeat that I hope it will
be rejected by a very large majority.

Mn. RASON (Guildford): I cannot
support the motion, because I think we
should rather encourage immigration than
do anything to retard it. But some argu-
mnents which the member for Subiaco
made use of commend themselves very
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much to my mind. Especially do I com-
mend the argument to encourage the
immigration of the wives and families of
men who are already in the State; and
in that connection i t does appear to me
that members have somewhat missed the
point. It is tise: if a, wan in this State
has his family in England or Great
Britain, or Ireland, he cam nominate
them and pay a very small amount of
moaey-Xl I have just learned- and
bring them out to this State without
farther expense. That represents an
expenditure to the State of about X25
per head. I do not say that system is
wrong, but what. is the case if a man's
wife and family are in the other States ?
The only form of assistance held out
by the Government is that they will
advance the passage money; but a
guarantee has to be given that every
penny will be returned within twelve
months, and some responsible bondsman
has to be found to guarantee that it will
be so returned. Why that difference?
Why should the wives and families of
men in this State be brought to the State
for nothing because they happen to be
in Great Britain or Ireland, although it
costs more to bring them from those
places than from the other States,
whereas a man who has his wife and
family in the other States has to guar-
antee a large sum and that it be
returned within twelve monthsV If we
are going to encourage immigration, and
we ought to, either from. Englandl or the
other States, it is more to our advantage
to get that form of immigration which
costs the least, and is more likely to be
of permanent advantage to us. I com-
mend to the Treasurer that he should
rather make the conditions equal and
fair: just as much facility should be
given to the settler in this State to bring
his wife and family from the other States
as the man who wishes to bring his
family from England. The distinction,
to my mind, should not occur. It seems
al1most absurd that the State in the one
case should pay £25 and in another is
not prepared to pay anything, only to
make an advance, with the assurance
that the advance will be returned within
twelve months. There seem to be special-
ists in the House on every conceivable
topic, and I to-night must pose as a
specialist on the domestic servant ques-

ion. I have given great study to the
subject, and I am convinced that there is
not such a dearth of domiestic, servants in
the State as some would lead us to sup-
pose. It is the system which is at fault,
and although there are many domestic
servants here, no one seems to be able to
get them. After considerable study
of this question, I have come to the
conclusion that the arrangements are
altogether faulty. If ever I have to
engage a domestic servant again, it
will be after due consultation and a
definite understanding. For instance,
I shall want to know at what time I am
expected to retire and at what time I am
expected to get up; how many meals a6
day I am allowed to eat, and at what time
I may be expected to be served with
them; and without bargaining on the
point I shall want to know if any of my
brother members of Parliament wishi to
visit me, if that will be allowed, or whether
they will be tabooed as objectionable
characters. But, joking apart, I think
the best thing to do is to bring to the
State the wives and families of the men
who are already here; to offer some in-
ducements to those whose wives and
families are in the other States, as well as
to those who are in Great Britain.

Mn. JACQEY (Swan);- I shall oppose
the motion, and more strongly oppose the
amendment. I think it is unfair that the
large issue involved in the amendment
should be sprung on the House in
the manner it has been to-night. The
great difficulty that is to be foreseen in
connection with a large immigration
scheme is that of keeping the people here
when we have brought them. Although
I am in favour of the principle of intro-
ducing settlers to this State from abroad,
yet in order to keep them here the House
will have to consider some scheme of land
settlement in connection with immigra-
tion bef ore it is likely to become a, success.
I am agreeable to the Government assist-
ing the friends of people who are already
in the State, because if their friends are
here there is a chance of the immigrants
staving when they have come. If we are
to have a general immigration scheme
there is no guarantee to the State, after
the Government have gone to the expense
of bringing the people here, that these
people may not go to one of the
other States immediately afterwards. I
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contend that unless the Government
introduce in connection with an immi-
gration scheme some plan by which
we can settle the people on the soil,
we shall practically he spending money
very largely for the benefit of the
other States. I shall oppose the mnotion
on principle. I think it mnust be admitted
as a serious fact that we have such a
large proportion of men in the State. The
argument advanced by the member for
the Murray against. the scheme, that these
females readily marry when they come
to the State, is one of the strong reasons
why we should support the introduction
of female servants.

MR. HOPKINS (Boulder): It seems
to be almost. a notorious fact that there
have been and continues to be complaints
about the system that exists of bringing
servants to this State. I understand from
a return that the cost to the country is;
X22 per head. That, to my mind, is a
large amount of money to be expended
for a. purpose of this kind. In regard to
the point of order which I raised, I take
it the debate is practically in order, be-
cause the Commonwealth Parliament has
not yet introduced a measure to deal with
immigration and emigration. As soon as
a. measure is introduced in the Common-
wealth Parliament, the powers will be
gone from the State Parliament; there-
fore I take it we would have been as well
occupied to-night in discussing the tariff of
Australia as the question of immigration.
It seems to me a considerable amount of
time is taken up over a proposition of this
kind, which will, be removed from the
arena of State politics possibly within the
next three or four months. There is
apparently some good in the debate, inas-
much as attention has been called to the
anomaly of bringing pergons from Great
Britain at the cost of £1 per head, as
against bringing people from the Eastern
States at full cost, although the coat in
the latter case has to be repaid. It was
said that at the present time there is a
difficulty' in procuring servants. I believe
there is a difficulty with many people in
and around Perth, and the same difficulty
exists on the goldflelds. During 'my
residence in Perth for the last three or
four months I have found that the
difficulty is more intensified in and around
Perth than on -the goldfields, because
while on the goldields for six years we

never had any difficulty in securing
servants. Here it has been the reverse.
It fell to oar lot to engage one of the
young ladies from Great Britain, and I
cannot say the result was in any way
satisfactory to the young lady herself or
to the household. If that young lady
was a standard of what they all were, I
should say the sooner we stopped import-
ing the better it would be. It is a very
difficult and delicate question to deal with.
These young persons are brought to a
country where they practically have no
friends, but are all strangers, and the
question is where are they going to be
located among the numerous homesP At
the present time most people are prepared
to pay 10s. or l5s. a week, when they
know that a servant girl, if a good one, is
worth 25s. or 30s. a week. One thing to
be borne in mind is that free education
exists in Australia. Girls are educated
for positions in which they can do better,
such as those of shorthand - writers
and typists, and there is no reason
why they should not fill them. With
regard to their landing from ships
at Fremantle, that is a. question of some
delicacy. It is a question which has been
laboured. here to-night, and very often I
believe at Fremantle-the methods which
are there adopted. I have much pleasuare
in supporting the motion as originally
moved.

Amendment (Mr. Quin Ian's) put, and
a division taken with the following
result:

Ayes..
Noes ...

Majority for
AYES.

Mr. Dohet
Mr. Gariner
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Milngworth
Mr. James
Mr. KingumilL
Mr. Leaks
'Mr. Nason
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Qwilan
3fr. HsOTi
Mr. Sn

Mr . Throssell
Mr. Waanee
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Jacoby (Tetlor).

.. 21
8

13
NOES.

Mr. Hastle
Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Oats
Xr. Med
Mr. iteuide
Mr. Taylor
Kr. Daglish (Titter).

Amendment thus passed.
[Debate on main question proceeded.]
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MR. H. DAGLISH (in reply as
mover): I should have liked to reply a
little earlier. I do not know that it is
much use my doing so now; but had I
replied five minutes before the division
was taken, the division would have been
vastly different, because I am quite sure
hon, members are open to reason on this
as well as on other subjects, and I am
convinced, from the remarks many of
them made, that they have voted under a
misapprehension. I notice that most of
the strongest supporters of my proposition
were those whose faces I see on the
opposite side of the House. For instance,
the member for Northam (Mr. Throssell)
was opposed to the motion I introduced,
because each woman imported was worth
£5 per annum t tState. And my
proposition, which was merely with a
view of limiting the money spent on
introducing women from Great Britain,
and in favour, if any-thing, of introducing
them from the East, would have meant
that for every £20 spent, five times the
number of females would have been added
to our population as is introduced by the
existing system. I have no desire to close
the door against our own countrywomen,
and I was not proposing that it should
be closed. But it is one thing to ask a
man to enter your house, and another
thing entirely to carry him in on your
own shoulders. We did not propose to
shut the door on these women, but

meeythat they, or their employers.
shudpay their passages. The whole

difference between us is that I believe in
encouraging population to come here,
instead of paying it to come-encouraging
it by giving people cheap fruit, and cheap
meat, and low rent; encouraging men to
bring their wives and children, thus
uniting families; encouraging them by
making the conditions of life as pleasant
and as happy as possible. I believe in this
way, bestof all, we shall get our population.
But certainly we shall not get population
by spending, in one and a half years,
£3 ,200 to introduce servant girls from
Great Britain. The addition to our
population is simpl 'y a fare; and hon.
members who vote for its continuance
with the object of increasing our popula-
tion,are simply perpetrating an absurdity.
Because, without any expenditure what-
ever, if they bad merely' made the country
habitable three or four years ago-those

of them who were then in the House-the
population would have flowed into the
country then. If they had made the
conditions of life pleasant three or four
years ago, the population of Perth would
now be much greater; and if the
conditions of life on the goldfields. if
the rights of the people on the goldfields
had been considered four or five years
earlier than they were, the population
of the goldfields would have been far
greater than it is to-day. But as a
matter of fact, we have discouraged
population; and as to this mere flea-bite
in the way of introducing a few servant
girls for the benefit of a small section of
the people at the expense of the great
body of the community, it is ridiculous
to talk of this as if it were increasing the
population. I object to assisting, not
immigration, but to assisting in the
introduction of labourers or workmen.

MR. J~conr: Are you in favour of
immigrationP

MR. DAGLISH: I am in favour of
the assistance and the encouragement of
immigration, but not of the immigration
of individual workers. We can assist
immigration by bringing the wives and
children of men who are already here;
for thus we can make the men better
citizens, and give the country a far
greater increase of population than could
be done by any other system. But I am
opposed to the introduction of labour by
the Government, for the benefit of a
small class; because I know, in spite of
what has been said to the contrary, that
the tendency of such a system must be to
lower wages. If we increase the number
of the workers without increasing the
area of employment, that must naturally
have a tenden cy to lower wages.

MR. DoHERTY: That is not the case
with domestic servants.

Mt. DAGLISH : I admit the evidence
of this tendency may be lacking at the
present moment; but the hon. member
must know that what I have stated is an
economic law.

MR. DoHERTY: The sphere of employ-
ment is broadened every day.

MR. DAGLjISH : I can understand
that we do not at present see the applica-
tion of this law, we do not always see
the application of a principle ; but the
principle may be ever so true, for all that.
I am sorry that I missed the opportunity



Imintgntion. [3 SEPTEMBER, 1901.] o1il 9

of replying, or that, in a case like this,
the opportunity of a reply is not allowed
until the use for that reply has passed
away. I do not wish to occupy the time
of the House any longer. I am sorry the
House has, for the second time, divided
on this question, with a regrettable
result; but I hope that before the session
is over the Rouse may see the folly of its
ways, and be converted and regenerated
on this subject.

Question-that the motion as amended
be adopted-put, and a division taken
with the following result

Ayes ... . ... 23
Noes . .. . 9

Majority for ... ... 14
AYES. NOES.

Mr. Connor Mr. Daglh
Mr. Dohet Mr. Buts~
Mr. G=rie Mr. Bokn
my. Gordon Mr oSon

M.regoryd Mr. Oats
Mr. awr Mr. Reid
Xr, Hucisn M. Resids
Mr. Ilting9worth Mr. Taylor
Mr. KsiI Mr. Jacoby (Tetter).

Mr. Nanson
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Please
Mr. Pigott

Mr. Smith
Mr. Thomnas
Mr. Throsselt
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Telverton
Mr. Wallace (Tatter).

Motion as atmended thus passed.

ADJOUJRNMEQT.

The House adjourned at 10-55 o'clock,
until the next Tuesday.

iegfiztatibe Cotucil,

Tuesday, 3rd September, 1901.

Petition: R.C. Church Lands Act, to Amend-Paper.
presented-Standing Orders, as to Amendment-
Dog Act Amendment Rill, second reading (moved)
-Assent to Bill-Ind Act Amendment Bill,
second reading (movad)-Bush Fires bill, second
reading (moqved)-Adjoornment.

THE ]PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITION-.C. CHURCH LANDS ACT,
TO AMEND.

HoN. R.Z S. HAYNES presented a
petition from the Right Rev. W. B.
Kelly, Roman Catholic Bishop of Gerald-
ton, praying for leave to introduce a Bill
to amend the Ordinance 22 Viet., No. 4,
and the Roman Catholic Church Lands
Act 1895;- and to empower the Bishop
for the time being of each diocese of the
Roman Catholic Church to exercise, in
respect of the lands within his diocese,
the powers granted by the said Act.

Petition received and read.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By THE MINISTER FOR LANDS : 1,
Regulations and general instructions
issued to the police force from the 20th
to the 26th July last. z, Regulations for
the hours of attendance of public officors,
under the Public Service Act 1900.

JOINT STANDING ORDERS, AS TO
A'MENDMENT.

SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

THE MINISTER FrOR LARDS (Hon. C.
Sommers) brought up the report of the
Select Committee on proposed amend-
ment of joint Standing Orders.

Report received and read, recommrend-.
ing that the amendment adopted by the
Legislative Assembly be not concurred
in.

DOG ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Ting MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
U. Sommers): In moving the seond
reading of this Bill I need not say much.
For some time the amendments now
proposed have been asked for, and they
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